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Food drive challenge yields bountiful results

SUBMITTEDYHOSHIZAR
The employees of the Hoshizaki Griffin plant brought in 14,227 pounds of food for Fives Loaves Two Fish Food
Pantry — a 26 percent increase over last year, Hoshizaki also challenged neighboring plants to participate in
the 2018 Griffin Food Drive Challenge, with Toppan, Vernay, Otsuka and Rinnai participating. Al five plants
netted a grand total of 17,251 pounds of food,

How to get credit when you have none

BY MELISSA LAMBARENA
HERTAMALLET

card can be as frustrating as

trying to kand your first joh.
Employers want experience, but
ol can't get experience unless
someone hires vou. Similarly, a
credit card is the quickest way o
build a goodd credat hastory, bat
without a good credit ldetory it's
hard to get a credil card,

That catch-22 hias been tripping
up applicants since the Credit
Card Act of 2008, which tightened
lending standards, making it
especially difficult for voung people
o qualify for credit cards on their
owrn, That's left would-be applicants
with less-than-deal options: Pat
down a deposit for a secured credit
card, piggvback on semeone elie's
good credit as an authorized user,
or delay credit building entirely.

This has created an oppseriunity
tor startup credit card companies
that look beyvond credit scores
when considering apphications.
These companies use allernative
mmethods 1o gagge an aplicant’s
rigk and offer cards that doa't
require & security deposit,

T i to gt vouir first credit

HOW STARTUPS
EVALUATE APPLICANTS

Amongr them is Deserve, which
began offering cards in 2017, The
comgeny has three cards: the
Degerve Classic for people ew
Lex creedit, the Deserve Edu for
students and the Treserve Pro for
pecple with limited credit. More
startups have followed with their
own cards for people new or newer
to credit, including Petal and
AwantCard.

These companies have their
own under writing standards o
evaluate applicants' creditwior-
thirse=z bazed on factors such
as income, expenses, 45615,

debits and banking miormation.
Depemding on the company, vou
imay have to provide acoess to pour
hank account,

“The way you use a dehit card
ar bank account is highly indicative
of hever you will use a credit card,”
says Kalpesh Kapadia, CEO and
founder of Deserve,

Cards offersd by such
CORTgELbeS e an allernative
to gecured credii cards, which
reqquire & cash security deposit
that's refunded when you close
or upgrade the card. Your credit
limit on a secured card will usually
be equal to your deposit. The
unsecured cards from alternative
comgemnies may offer credit lmits
with mwre give, i vou can qualify.

Startup credit card companies
are atill exalving, s vou may
encounter difficulties that yvou're
leas likely to see with cards from
miajor issuers. There may not
be a mobile app 1o manage your
account, for example, or you may
encounter technical ssues or
delays,

“We are budlding awd improving
our produet as fast as possible and
warking on it every single day,”
apvs Jason Gross, codfounder and
CEO of Petal

(in the other hand, startups
are experimenting with features
that traditonal issuers generally
don't offer. For example, the Petal
apgp and welbsite show the iiterest
o'l owee in dollar anseants, so vou
Ry e true cost of not paying
o bill i fifl, Dheserve waives
the usual Social Security number
requirement for international
students.

YOUR FUTURE SELF
MAY MEED CREDIT
Unless vou plan to pay cash
for all fuitiire purchases, big of
small, your future self will Hkely

Business Briefs

need good credit. Having il can
save youl monsey later when
yen e biying a home o a car, for
examphe.

Anshul Agrawal, a 28year-okd
data scientist in San Jose,
Californda, established credit with a
card from an alternative issuer. By
petting an early start, be gualified
Tor a low interest rate on a car loan,
He's now reaping the rewards
offered by traditional credit cards.
“Ir's kind of & credit steppingstone,”
T said.

Alternative credit cards
generally report payment
information to major credit bureaus
— TransUnion, Equife and
Experian, These companies gather
the milvrmeation wsed to calculate
your credit scores, Payment
listory i the biggest single
compedrent of credit scores,

BUILDING CREDIT
WITH A CREDIT CARD
Onee you get a card, build good
credit by making only purchases
yiour can afford. Aim for a credit
seore of 690 or higher. There
are plenty of apps to frack your
progress, Here are some ps o
Tl vou managre vour lirst credit
card and use it 1o build credit:
* Pay on time and in full every
month to avoid interest,
= Lize Jeas than 30 percent of
yiour available credit lEmit.
# Keep the account open and

# Check your statement for
ETTOE

* et vour free anmual credit
report.

This article was provided o The
Associated Press by the parsonal
finance website MerdWalbat. Melissa
Lambarana ks a writer at NerdWallet.
Ernail: mlambarena@nerdwallet.com.
Twitter: alissalambarena,
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Investment Strategies.
One-on-one Advice.

Parilsi SIPC

Edward Jones | iNnvEsTMENTS
www.adwardiones.com 1-800-ED-JONES

Law firm offering pictures with Santa
The Sellers Law Firm will affer free photos with
Santa from 1 to 4 pun. today at Lowe's in Griffin.

Edward Jones helding food drive
The Jocal Edward Jones branch office is holdimgs

i oo diave for the Five Looves Twe Fish Food
Pamtry. Donations will be accepted during regular
husiness hours through Dec. 31, The iteims needed
inchide cereal, rice, peanut butter, personal hiygiene,
and dried beans. Monetary donations cannot be
accepted. The office is at 223 West College 5t Salte
A For more information, call 6786887536,

Nominees needed for Chamber awards

The Griffin-Spalding Chamber of Cormmerce is
Hﬁnw1mrm|almm Tor its Annsal Awards Ceremony
Tan, 17 All nominees must be current Chamber
members. Categiories include Small Buziness of
the Year, Dutstanding Organization (non-profit),
Qutstanding Citizen, and Good Corporate Citizen
(large business). The General Griffin Committee will
also be receiving nominations for the 2019 Honomary
General Griffin. Email nominations to gones i
cityodgritfincom.

U.S. hiring slower but steady

as employers add 155K jobs

WASHINGTON — L5 sinesses added a smaller
but stilkhealthy number of jobs last month, while the

unemployment rate remained at a five-decade low and
wayres rose af a solid clip,

The figures, released Friday by the Labor
Drepartment, point to an econday that iz still adding
ol at o abesdy mite after nearly 10 vesors of recovery,
S0 far, emiployers are mastly shrogrgang off the
financial market turmeaod of the past bwo menths and
rising trade tensions between the 1.5, and China.

15 employers added 155,000 jobs in Novernber,
dowm From a more rolaest 2357 000 in October:

Thee unemployment rate remained 3,7%, nearly a
tve-decade low. for the third straight month. Average
hourly pay rose 3.1% from a year ago, matching the
previous month's figure, which was the best figuare
sirce SN,

il producers join forces
and cut production again
VIENMNA — il prices spiked sharply higher
Friday as major oil producers, including the OFEC
cartel. agreed to cut global ol preduction by 1.2
million barrels a day te reduce oversupply.
Following two days of mestings, the
Orrganization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
that inchedes the Bkes of Sawdi Arabia and Irag

aand they would cut S00,000 barrels per day for six
maaths from January, though seme countries such
as Iran, which is facing wide-ranging sanctions from
the United States, have been given an exemption.
The balance will come from Russia and other
non-OFEC countries. The United States, one of the
world's bigiest producers, is not part of the deal.




