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A 1,772-acre develop-
ment has been proposed 
for nor theast cor ner of 
Georgia Highway 16 and 
Interstate 75 in Butts and 
Spalding counties.

Butts County f i led a 
development of regional 
impact (DRI) with the Geor-
gia Department of Commu-
nity Affairs and Three Riv-
ers Regional Commission 
for the development ten-
tatively named River Park, 
with a projected comple-

tion date of 2039. Accord-
ing to that request, it has 
18,365,000 square feet of 
industr ial  use,  800,000 
square feet of commercial 
and 200 single-family resi-
dential units, and a portion 
of the development is in 
Spalding County.

According to Butts Coun-
ty Zoning Administrator 
Christy Lawson, 1,424 acres 
are in Butts County. She 
said, “No date has been set 
for rezoning in Butts County 
— it has to go through the  

SEE DEVELOPMENT/PAGE A2

$1.2 billion development proposed
BY RAY LIGHTNER

STAFF WRITER
RAY@GRIFFINDAILYNEWS.COM

This is the preliminary 
plan for River Park, a pro-
posed 1,772-acre, mixed-
use development with 
commercial, industrial 
and residential land uses. 
It is bordered by Inter-
state 75, Georgia High-
way 16, Jenkinsburg 
Road and Dean Patrick 
Lane, at the northeast 
corner of the Interstate 75 
and Georgia Highway 16 
interchange. It is primarily 
in Butts County, with 348 
acres in Spalding County.

SUBMITTED

On July 4, Dick Morrow led a birdhouse 
building class for kids as part of the festivities 
that took place in Volunteer Park in honor of 
the nation’s birthday.

Later that evening, a birdhouse built by Mor-
row was raffled off to raise funds for veterans.

To help children build their own birdhous-
es, Morrow received assistance from Home 
Depot who sent two volunteers, provided the 
wood for 50 birdhouses, and loaned a table 
and tent for the event. Lowes also chipped in 
and provided paint and paintbrushes.

“Kids lined up immediately (for the 
event),” Morrow said. “We helped them 
assemble all 50 (birdhouses) and there was 
still a line when we ran out of materials.”

“The kids made a huge mess and had a 
ball creating their own masterpieces,” Mor-
row said.

SEE BIRDHOUSE/PAGE A2

Birdhouse fun 
on the 4th for 
a good cause

BY JENNIFER REYNOLDS
STAFF WRITER

JREYNOLDS@GRIFFINDAILYNEWS.COM
 

WILLIAM WILSON
Dick Morrow helps TongTong Liu build a birdhouse.

ANTHONY RHOADS/GRIFFIN DAILY NEWS
Dick Morrow raffled off a patriotic birdhouse to help raise 
funds for homeless and needy veterans. Raffle earnings 
totaled $6,000.

Festivities held in Grif fin on July 4 
included a parade, activities in Volunteer 
Park, and a fireworks show.

Brett Bell, who served as the chairman 
for this year’s parade committee, called 
the events “a complete success.”

He said that the turnout reflected the 
diversity of Griffin.

“We’re young and old, white and black,” 
he said. “There were kids running around 
as if they didn’t have a care in the world. 
They were just enjoying themselves. It 
was an amazing occasion.”

Bell said he was pleased with the turn-
out and estimates that there were about 
400 people in Volunteer Park and said he 
believes the number attending was better 
than in previous years. He attributes this 

SEE EVENTS/PAGE A2

Bell declares 
Independence 

Day 2019 
events a success

BY JENNIFER REYNOLDS
STAFF WRITER

JREYNOLDS@GRIFFINDAILYNEWS.COM
 

As of Monday night, construction 
teams are working on both northbound 
and southbound lanes of Interstate 75 
between Exits 216 and 201.

The Georgia Deaprtment of Transporta-
tion project to mill and resurface 13 miles of 
Interstate 75 from the Georgia Highway 155 
interchange (Exit 216) to the Georgia High-
way 36/Barnesville-Jackson interchange 
(Exit 201) officially started two weeks ago 
in the southbound lanes. As of Monday, a 
separate construction team started working 
on the northbound lanes as well.

The project will then progress in both 
directions concurrently until its comple-
tion, scheduled for this winter, accord-
ing to GDOT. The weekday shifts of both 
teams may go from 8 p.m. to 7 a.m., and 
the weekend shifts (Friday and Saturday 
nights) may go from 8 p.m. to 9 a.m.

During the overnight shifts, two-mile-
long lane closures will be in effect sur-
rounding the work zones in both north-
bound and southbound lanes, and they  

SEE CLOSING/PAGE A2

GDOT closing 
lanes nightly in 
both directions 
on Interstate 75
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Obituaries

Mr. � omas 
Je� erson
Harris IV

July 26, 1989 —
July 4, 2019

Gri�  n resident
Mr. Thomas Jefferson 

Harris IV, 29, of 104 Pier
Point, Griffi n, passed 
away on Thursday, July
4 unexpectedly in an 
automobile accident. 
Mr. Harris was born on 
July 26, 1989, to Thomas 
Jefferson Harris III and 
Donna Jester in Spalding 
County. A Home Going
Celebration will be held 
at 11 a.m. Tuesday, July
9 at New Hope Baptist 
Church, 1247 D.F. Fuller 
Drive. The body will lie 
in state at the church 
one hour prior to the 
service hour. Interment 
will follow in Griffi n 
Memorial Garden. Elder 
Myron David Jones Sr. 
is the eulogist. Burden’s 
Funeral Home, 847 N. 
Ninth St., Griffi n, is in
charge of arrangements. 
678-603-1666.

Mr. Terry 
Hamm

Feb. 10, 1963 —
July 2, 2019

Gri�  n resident
Mr. Terry Hamm, 

56, of 435 W. Cherry St., 
passed away on Tuesday, 
July 2 at his residence. 
Mr. Hamm was born 
on Feb. 10, 1963, to 
Henry Edward Rucker 
and Faustine Rucker 
in Spalding County. 
Visitation for Mr. Hamm
will be held from 2 to 6 

p.m. Tuesday, July 9 at
Burden’s Funeral Home. 
A celebration of his life 
will be held at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, July 10 at 
Eighth Street Baptist 
Church, 408 Palace St. 
The body will lie in state 
at the church one hour 
prior to the service hour. 
Interment will follow 
in Oak Hill Cemetery. 
Pastor Antoine C. 
Lucas Sr. is the pastor
and eulogist. Burden’s 
Funeral Home, 847 N. 
Ninth St., Griffi n, is in 
charge of arrangements. 
678-603-1666.

DEATH NOTICES
Mrs. Phyllis Eileen 

Brown, 61, of 1980 E. 
McIntosh Road, died 
Tuesday, July 2 at
Brightmoor Hospice. 
Funeral arrangements 
will be announced. 
Burden’s Funeral 
Home, 847 N. Ninth St., 
Griffi n, is in charge of 
arrangements.

Ms. Elisa Michelle 
James, 45, of 451 Belle St., 
Griffi n, died on Thursday, 
July 4 at WellStar Spalding
Regional Hospital. 
Funeral arrangements will 
be announced. Burden’s 
Funeral Home, 847 N. 
Ninth St., Griffi n, is in
charge of arrangements.

Ms. Shay Jasmine 
Fambro, 27, of 356 N.
19th St., Apartment C, 
Griffi n, died on Sunday, 
July 7 at WellStar
Spalding Regional 
Hospital. Funeral 
arrangements will be 
announced. Burden’s 
Funeral Home, 847 N. 
Ninth St., Griffi n, is in 
charge of arrangements.

OBITUARY 
POLICY 

Obituaries are
published daily in The 
Gri�  n Daily News. To
have your loved one’s
obituary placed in the
newspaper, contact 
your funeral home. 
Information must
come from and be 
veri� ed by the funeral
home. The newspaper
reserves the right to 
edit obituaries and 
death notices to
conform with style. For 
prices, call the Gri�  n
Daily News o�ce at 
770.227.3276. Photos 
may accompany any
obituary. Death notices 
are published free of 
charge.

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

DRI process fi rst.”
According to the DRI from Three 

Rivers Regional Commission referred 
to as DRI No. 2982 River Park—Butts 
County, the developer, LGS Industri-
al LLC, proposes to construct a new 
development of mixed uses on approxi-
mately 1,700 acres, with about 800,000 
square feet of commercial property, 
about 200 single-family lots and about 
18,365,000 square feet of industrial use 
along Highway 16 and bordered by 
Dean Patrick Lane to the east, I-75 to 
the west and Jenkinsburg Road to the 
north of the property.

According to the letter of intent fi led 
with the Butts County Community 
Development Department, the develop-
ment would be mixed use, with com-
mercial, industrial and residential land 
uses. The largest portion includes 1,225 
acres of industrial use, with approxi-
mately 16.1 million square feet in Butts 
County with at least two of the 19 build-
ings located entirely in Spalding Coun-

ty, according to the site map, making 
up the difference of about 2,235,000 
square feet.

There’s also 109.8 acres of com-
mercial use and 89 acres of residential 
use, which would be single-family and 
limited to no more than 200 dwelling 
units, as proposed in the letter of intent 
from John Palmer, president of Falcon 
Design Consultants. The commercial 
portions would be off Highway 16 in 
Butts County, according to the pro-
posed plan, with the residential portion 
at the southeast corner of the develop-
ment, also in Butts County.

According to the letter of intent, 
three parcels of 769.94 acres, 618.18 
acres and 35.373 acres are in Butts 
County. The William Lovett Fletcher Sr. 
Estate owns the 35-acre and 618-acre 
parcels, and contracted with LGS Indus-
trial and Falcon Design Consultants for 
the development.

LGS Industrial owns the other 
769.94 acres in Butts County. LGS 
Industrial also owns 187.29 acres in 
Spalding County at 73 Wilti Road, on 
the Butts County line, according to 
county tax records, and paid more than 
$2.7 million to compile the Spalding 

County tract in the past year, according 
to tax records, with the tract currently 
valued at $561,005, according to the lat-
est tax bill.

According to the DRI, “The devel-
oper estimates the value of the prop-
erty at buildout will be approximately 
$1.2 billion. No existing land uses will 
be displaced, and the developer has 
determined that the regional workforce 
supply is suffi cient. The developer has 
also determined that adequate water, 
wastewater and landfi ll capacity exist 
for this project and does not anticipate 
any adverse environmental impacts. 
The developer states that detention, 
retention, water quality and buffer 
areas will be provided on site. It is not 
anticipated that any water, wastewater 
or transportation improvements will be 
needed to service this project.”

Affected parties, according to the 
DRI, “are determined based on their 
geographic proximity to the proposed 
development, the potential of regional 
impacts, and the impacts on the mis-
sions of other governmental bodies at 
the state and federal level.”

And the following were determined 
to be potentially affected by DRI No. 

2982: Three Rivers Regional Commis-
sion Council; city and county chief 
elected offi cials and key staff in the fol-
lowing counties: Butts County, Spalding 
County, Lamar County, Henry County 
and Monroe County; school superin-
tendents in the preceding counties; 
development authorities of the preced-
ing counties; Middle Georgia Regional 
Commission, Atlanta Regional Com-
mission; Georgia Department of Natu-
ral Resources; Georgia Department of 
Transportation; Georgia Environmen-
tal Finance Authority; Georgia Depart-
ment of Public Health; and the Butts 
County Water & Sewer Authority.

Parties not listed above who also 
believe they will feel an impact from 
DRI No. 2982 are encouraged to sub-
mit their comments, describing “the 
effects (positive or negative) that the 
proposed project could have on your 
jurisdiction” to Kimberly Dutton, Three 
Rivers Regional Commission, P.O. Box 
1600, Franklin, GA 30217. Parties may 
also call 770-854-6026, fax 706-675-
0448 or email ksdutton@threeriversrc.
com. The commenting period began 
July 8, and all comments are due by 
Tuesday, July 23.
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He said that volunteers helped 
make the day a success.

“Home Depot employees Daisy
and Josh worked really hard with 
me nonstop until all were com-
pleted, and Sandra Brownlee vol-
unteered to run the paint shop.” 
Morrow said. “The kids and San-
dra had a ball.”

Brownlee works with local 
organizations Griffin Waypoint
and Discovering Soldiers Poten-
tial II, which help provide for the 
needs of veterans — particularly 
in smaller communities where vet-
erans sometimes have difficulty 

fi nding services.
Earlier this year, Morrow 

began a raffl e of a patriotic-themed 
birdhouse built by him, with pro-
ceeds going to homeless and 
needy veterans. Morrow previ-
ously told Griffi n Daily News that 
friends asked him if he would ever 
build 1,000 birdhouses and he said 
it would “never happen.”

So when the 1,000th birdhouse 
was built, Morrow said, “I wanted
to do something special for this 
milepost.”

The raffl e of Morrow’s 1,000th 
birdhouse raised $6,000 of which 
$5,000 was donated to Griffi n Way-
point’s project to build a home for
homeless, female veterans.

Morrow said the remaining 
$1,000 will go to the Griffi n-Spald-

ing Military Affairs Committee “to 
help with individual veterans need-
ing fi nancial assistance as part of 
our charitable and relief mission.”

“It is gratifying to me that so 
many people in this community 
stepped up and wanted to help. It’s 
a very giving community,” he said.

Morrow said that raising the 
funds was made possible through 
a team effort. He said that Grif-
fi n Waypoint and the Chamber of
Commerce helped sell raffl e tick-
ets.

The winning ticket, No. 861,
was drawn on the evening of July 4 
at Volunteer Park. The winner was
Eric Worrell. Morrow said Wor-
rell was not present at the event 
and that he plans to award him the 
birdhouse at a future date.
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will move along the inter-
state as the crews prog-
ress. Motorists should
expect delays and are 
urged to be alert to sig-
nage posted in advance 
of the closures as well as 
the orange and white bar-
rels that will maneuver 
traffic into the remain-
ing open lanes. Drivers 

should slow their speeds 
and be alert to the crews 
and their equipment 
while driving through the 
work zones.

For up-to-date infor-
mation regarding work 
zones throughout the 
state of Georgia, down-
load the free Georgia 
511 app, available free 
on both iDevices and 
Android smart devices. 
Call Georgia 511 for 
immediate help from a 
service professional.

CLOSING

DEVELOPMENT

BIRDHOUSE

A Henry County man 
is facing murder and 
other charges after a 
Stockbridge man died of 
gunshot wounds Satur-
day.

James Blake McAllis-
ter, 37, of Stockbridge is 
also charged with pos-
session of a fi rearm by 
a convicted felon, aggra-
vated assault, kidnap-
ping, false imprisonment 
and probation violation 
along with misdemeanor 
traf fic of fenses. He is
being held in the Henry 
County Jail.

According to Henry 
County Police Depart-
ment Capt. Joey Smith, 
of ficers responded to
reports of a person shot 
around 7 p.m. Satur-
day in the 100 block of 
Wilson Road in Stock-
bridge. Upon arrival, 

a male with gunshot 
wounds was found in 
the driveway.

Steven James Nich-
ols, 32, of Stockbridge, 
was  t ranspor ted to 
Grady Memorial Hospi-
tal in Atlanta where he
died of his injuries.

McAllister fled the 
scene with a female in 
a Ford Mustang, which 
was later located at a 
residence in Rex.

With assistance from 
the Clayton County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce and the 
Clayton County Police 
Depar tment, McAllis-
ter was then arrested 
and transported to the
Henry County Jail. The 
female has not been 
charged, Smith said.

Since this is an active 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s p e -
cific details cannot be 
released at this time, 
Smith said Monday.

Stockbridge 
man arrested on
murder charges
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FROM THE FRONT PAGE

to holding the parade 
later in the day and to 
the variety of activities.

He said activities
included cornhole, a 
batting cage, about 50 
vendors, ar tists, food
trucks, and the Spald-
ing County Sherif f ’s 
Offi ce’s helicopter.

“There were just a 
lot of dif ferent things 
that attracted a lot of 
dif ferent types of peo-

ple. Our goal this year 
was to cast a wide net 
in order to get more 
folks and in casting that 
wide net, we got more 
folks,” Bell said.

He said the day’s
activities were a “joint 
effort” and praised Bob 
Stapleton, the chair-
person for the Military 
Affairs Committee for 
his involvement.

He said  the City of 
Grif fin and Spalding 
County were also good 
to work with.

“They have been 
suppor tive since day

one,” he said.
Bell said the cost of 

the fi reworks was split 
between the city and
county and that any 
expenses for market-
ing, music and the day’s 
events were provided 
through donations.

Bell said that this 
year, the focus was on
the fi reworks show and 
launching the new pro-
grams. He expects the 
event to get even better 
in the future.

“The net will be cast 
a lot wider next year 
and we’l l  get more 

folks,” he said.
He said that plans 

for the future include
adding a classic car 
show and possibly 
something of an ar ts 
festival complete with 
arts and crafts vendors.

“This is a foundation 
in which we just poured 
that we’re going to con-
tinue to build on year 
after year,” he said.

“I ’m just excited 
to be a part,” he said. 
“We showed (on July
4th) that we can all get 
along and have a great 
time.”

EVENTS

ANTHONY RHOADS/THE GRIFFIN DAILY NEWS
Camelot Theatre Company was one of the organizations that participated in the parade.

Spend some time in 
the garden this summer

Spalding County Extension will 
be hosting the annual Summer in 
the Garden for 2019. Snacks are 
provided and chaperones/parents 
must accompany children. The series 
is held from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday mornings July 10, 24 and 31 
at The Healthy Life Community Garden 
at Heritage Park.

Young at Heart to meet July 16
The First United Methodist Church 

Young At Heart will meet at 11 a.m. 
Tuesday, July 16 in the Fellowship Hall.
All seniors 50 and older and visitors 
are invited. Emory Schroeter and 
Jerry Daniel will perform with voice 
and guitar. Make reservations when 
called, or by calling the church offi ce at
770-228-3020 by noon Monday, July 15.

Learn about bene�cial bugs
University of Georgia Extension will 

hold a program on benefi cial bugs and 
Georgia pollinators from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
July 22 at the Griffi n-Spalding County 
Library. To register, call the Extension 
Offi ce at 770-467-4225.  
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