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Countyrescinds proclamation

BY RAY LIGHTNER
STAFF WRITER
RAYSGRIFFINDAILYNEWS.COM

The Spalding County Board of
Commissioners voted Monday night,
before a standing room only crowd,
to rescind the Confederate History
Month proclamation.

The 3-2 vote was met with applause
from the audience.

Commissioner Don Hawbaker said
in an email issued before the meeting
that he asked lo rescind the procla-
mation, in part hecause of grief and
aggravation from his neighbors about
the proclamation.

“Although the Confederate History
proclamation had never, to my knowl-

edge, been opposed or even voted
against by a county commissioner in
previous vears,” Hawbaker said in the
email. *1 now feel that in light of more
recent events it should no longer
be an item of consideration for our
commission. If the state’s law pains a
large group of our valued and beloved
citizens, then it pains me. | see no
need for local government entities to
pile on and add to their pain.”
Hawbaker voted with fellow Coun-
ty Commissioner Raymond Ray who
made the motion, seconded by Com-
missioner Bart Miller to approve the
proclamation at the April 2 meeting,

SEE PROCLAMATION/PAGE A2
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Jack McGinnis (on shoulders) and Christopher Gansel are pictured.

"The Diviners’ opens tomght

SUBMITTED

Main Street Players pres-
ents “The Diviners" — its
fourth production of the 2017-
18 season.

This moving, critically-

on everyone he meets and he
is beloved by the entire town.
Buddy forms a particularly
strong connection with C.C.
Showers (Chris Gansel), a for-
mer preacher who is battling
some personal demons. Bud-
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RAY LIGHTNER/DAILY NEWS
The Spalding County Board of Commissioners faced TV cameras and a standing
room only crowd Monday night. County Manager William Wilson Jr. is seen head-
ing to the back of the room to pick up the list of those who signed in to speak,
with many of those speaking for or against the procl ion that was rescinded.

Toppan USA
doing well,
adding shifts

BY RAY LIGHTNER
STAFF WRITER
RAYSGRIFFINDAILYNEWS.COM

Toppan USA President and CEQ Masa
Tatewaki said “business is doing very good,
in two vears, business has almost doubled.”

Tatewaki said he’s "very confident right now,
with continued growth in a very strong market.”

The 103,771 square-foot plant is at 603
Rehoboth Road on two lots in the Lakes at
Green Valley industrial park. The plant pro-
duces GL film — a transparent barrier film
used in packaging for food, drink, medical
care, pharmaceuticals and industrial materials.

The plant provides products to Top-
pan’s markets in North and South America,
Tatewaki said, as well as in Europe. The GL
film is used in packaging pouches, replacing
cans and glass, mainly in food packaging.

The plant is expanding, with Phase 2 of
the development underway and a new pro-
duction machine arriving in May, he said. It
is at full capacity now, he said.

“We will add more shifts to add more
capacity,” he said.

What this means is more shifts and hiring
more employees at the plant, which currently
employs 80,

“We're going to add more,”
“I'm pushing to hire more.”

Tatewaki said.

SEE TOPPAN/PAGE A2
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tronic devices report-
MAN edly from Byard

A preliminary search

FROM THE ERONT PAGE of the devices was

to and from persons in
Spalding County.

A search warrant
was executed, yielding
computers and elec-

reported to have found
evidence of child por-
nography.

Byard was taken into
custody and remains in
the Spalding County Jail.

Local Briefs

From staff reports

Spirtas to perform in Griffin

The Griffin Area Concert Association
presents Kevin Spirtas in his show “Night and
Days" at the Griffin Auditorium on Thursday,
April 19 at 7:30 p.m. Adult tickets are $20 with
a special rate of $15 for groups of 10 or more.
All minor children are admitted free with a paid
adult. Tickets are available online at www.brown
papertickets.com and at the Griffin Regional
Welcome Center, First National Bank main office
and Zebulon branch and A Novel Experience
bookstore in Zebulon. Tickets will also be
available at the door on the date of the concert
at 7 p.m. For more information, visit www.

griffinconcerts.org or call 770-228-3229.

Advo-Kids CASA looking for volunteers

Advo-Kids CASA, an organization which
advocates for abused and neglected children in
foster care throughout the Griffin Judicial Circuit,
is looking for volunteers. Advo-Kids CASA is
currently accepting applications for the next
training session which begins April 19. Potential
volunteers must be at least 21 vears old and pass a
thorough screening process, For more information,
call 770-2284174 or visit advo-kidscasa.ong.
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Human Resources/Adminis-
tration Manager Mike Morgan
said Toppan USA had a partner-
ship with QuickStart and South-
ern Crescent Technical College
for job training and continuing

education.

“We appreciate the local sup-

port,” Tatewaki said. “We need

more,
With the

and the Toppan plant in
McDonough, Toppan employs
about 300 in the area.

“One of the reasons we found
this location,” Tatewaki said, was
the other facility in McDonough.

He 1s also happy to see “a lot of
other Japanese companies — big
companies in Japan — who see
a big opportunity in Georgia for

Griffin plant

production sites.

Tatewaki was named
and CEO effective April 1 and
had been a vice president since
the company was established in
2014 i Griffin and when the plant
opened in 2016,

Based in Chicago, he visited
the Griffin facility earlier this
month and said
President Harry Suzuki will be
responsible for everything at the
Griffin plant.

Executive Vice

PROCLAMATION
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On Monday night,
Hawbaker made the
motion to the rescind
the proclamation, sec
onded by Miller, with
Commissioner Rita
Johnson voting with
them to rescind.

Miller, in his sec-
ond, asked that the
county look into a way,
“maybe if it was wrote
up differently as a day of
remembrance for those
who fought and died in
the Confederate war.
Those people need to be
remembered somehow,”
he said, noting his own
service in Vietnam and
the treatment of Viet-

Ray 'md Commis-
sioner Gwen Flowers-
Taylor voted against the
motion to rescind.
Flowers-Taylor said she
“voted against the proc-
lamation but wanted to
know why now was il
being rescinded?”

Ray said the individu-
al commissioners would
speak with her private-
Iy about their reasons.
Flowers-Taylor said she
and the standing room
only crowd there wanted
to know why as well.

“I'm interested 1o find
out why that happened
aside from all the hoop-
la,” she said. *T try to sup-
port what is approved
the board, even if I voted
against it. Three voted
for it. Why are we back
Jooking at 2"

Johnson said, “I real
Iy appreciate the racial
unity and harmony this
discussion has gener-
ated.”

During citizen com-

and Heritage Month,
Laster noted, “is still a
state ordinance, passed
in 2009." The local
camp, he said, "had our
memorial service last
Saturday that was totally
peaceful. 1 understand
each of you did what you
had to do. I hope we can
do better next year.”

David Melton alse
spoke against the
rescinding, alse noting
the state law.

“I am very disap-
pointed it was rescind-
ed,” he said. “I taught
history for a number of
years in Griffin-Spald-
ing County Schools —
and taught about the
Civil War. No one was
offended, Georgia and
%palding County were
in the war. People here
have ancestors who
fought and died in the
war — on both sides.”

Melton said, “once
we go down this road,
where do we go next?
Do we take out the cem-
etery and the monu-
ments, like other com-
munities have done?
Why do all now have to
be punished because
some guy ,gaid some

Don Clair thanked
the board for rescind-
ing the proclamation,
noting he’d worked for
30 years in the prison
systems and “watched

by men destroy their fami-

lies. We're still stewing.
1 want to commend you
folks for actually listen-
ing. We know history,
but we don't want to
honor or celebrate that
dark history."

Robert Lee Tay-
lor, president of Urban

Ontreach Acenciation

Kelly Barrow, & past
state commander of the
Georgia Sons of Con-
federate Veterans, and
author of the proclama-
tion that was rescinded
as well as the state law,
House Bill 27, from 2009
that made Confederate
History and Heritage
Month, noted “this was
not about hate, but hon-
oring a Georgian who
was black and fought for
the Confederacy.”

Two of his books
have dealt with blacks
who fought for the Con-
federacy. Barrow also
noted two of them are

ancestors, but the his-
tory does not reflect the
savageness, the ugli
ness of what slavery was
about. Why can’t you
wrap your mind around
that, a whole race of peo-
ple uged as animals?”
She hoped “what 1
heard was dialogue, it
is respectful to those
who died in battle. 1
hope this is an opportu-
nity for us to grow, and
not that we look bad
from the outside, but
look at our own self.”
Johnson thanked
everyone “for coming
out and the great dia-

buried in Stonewall logue.

Cemetery, both a free-
man and a slave who
fought and died during
the war.

Barrow said the proc-
lamations are cach for
individual groups,

“1 feel by rescind-
ing this, basically those
who want to honor their
ancestors are being rel
egated to second class
citizens,” he said.

He claimed the Con
federate army was inte-
grated and provided
equal pay for black and
white. Barrow is plan-
ning a letter to the editor
with his full comments,
as he, like several oth-
ers, was held to the
Jminute time limit.

Syntel Brown also
spoke, noting the “love
represented here. Grif-
fin and Spalding Coun-
ty is not a place where
you have to hide your
mve% and children say-
ing that people of every
age and color asked that
the proclamation be
rescinded. Brown, a his-
tory teacher, pointed out
the county namesake,
Thomas Spalding, a leg-
islator known for work-
ing with both sides to

Hawbaker while
praising a friend for
his award nomination,
criticized the “prejudice
and bngotry toward
pickleball.”

Regarding the procla-
mation, Hawbaker noted
“the difficulty for some
folks to have a conversa-
tion. I'm tired of talking
about what we thought
was the right thing. |
passed it. We've done it
in the past,” noting Flow-
ers-Taylor and her fam-
ily members on the city
commission had voted

for it in the past,
"l was here, just
thumb and

voted for it," Hawbaker
said. “But because some
idiot makes some idiotic
statements at the city
mecting, | did it. | asked
to rescind it. T thought
it was the right thing. |
didn’t want to vote on it
on April 2, because of
that. There's plenty we
don't need.”

Hawbaker also was
critical of the false accu-

“One thing — [ am
not a racist and resent
being questioned about
it, just because I didnt
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