Local Bandag plant cele

BY THOMAS HOEFER
THOMAS@GRIFFINDAILYNEWS.COM
The Bridgestone Bandag

Griffin Plant, located in the
industrial park on Greenbelt
Parkway, celebrated its 40th

anniversary Tuesday.
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Daniel. “Your hard work is
part of what made us reach
this 40-year-mark. The (Grif-
fin) plant echoes the values and
priorities of our company. The
team in Griffin really embod-
ies what it means to live the
Bridgestone way.”

According to Griffin-Spald-
ing Development Authority
Executive Director David Luck-
ie, who spoke at the celebra-
tion along with Griffin Mayor
Dick Morrow and State Senator
Marty Harbin, Bandag was the
first company to settle into the
Griffin-Spalding Industrial Park
when it opened its plant here in
November 1976.

Since then, he added, the

company that specializes on
producing and manufactur-
ing rubber tread has assisted
the Development Authority by
communicating with prospec-
tive businesses and putting into
the community jobs and capital
investments.

“You are truly one of the
great companies in Qriffin,”
Luckie said. ‘

At some point during the cel-

brates 40th anniversary

ebration, guests were shown
a brief video on the history of
Bandag and its Griffin plant.
The video included the rather
unpleasant memory of Dec. 26,
1983 — the day when the local
plant caught fire and burned to
the ground.

However, not only did Ban-
dag build a new plant and
reopened it just nine months
after the fire, the company also

THOMAS HOEFER/DAILY NEWS
Plant Manager Christy Brasher, right, addresses the audience during the 40th anniversary celebration of the Bridgestone Bandag Griffin
Plant on Tuesday. The celebration also featured, from left, Griffin-Spalding Development Authority Executive Director David Luckie, Griffin
Mayor Dick Morrow and State Sen. Marty Harbin (R-District 16) as speakers.

helped find its employees jobs
in the community, paid them
the difference in earnings and
continued to pay for their ben-
efits.

“We have so much to be
proud of,” said Plant Manag-
er Christy Brasher, who also
pointed out the many connec-
tions Bridgestone Bandag has

SEE BANDAG/PAGE A2
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Mary Frances
Goddarid, 95, of Griffia,
passed away on Sunday,
November 13, 2016.

Franves was born in
Carroll County, Georgia
on July 10, 1921, She is
preveded in death by
her parents, William
Heary Kierbow and Sallie
Bell Johnson Kierbow;
sisters, Essie Kierbow,
Evelyn Kierbow, Doris
naorris and Geneva Fain;
brather, Oman Kicrbow.
Frances was a long ime
member of Cathedral of
Praise Church.

Survivors mclude
children, Sarah Duke
{Leon) of Brooks, Melba
Waddell of Griffin, Bobby
Goddard (Connie) of

wriffin; grandchildren,
Kelley Core of California,
Amy Duke of Brooks,
Julie Helgerson of Griffin,
Jennifer Morris (Brian)
of Athens, Elizabeth
Goddard of Griffin;
great grandchildren,
Svdney Nelms of (UGA)
Athens, Kylie & Amelia
Helgerson of Griffin,
Harrison Morris of
Athens; sisters, Lessie
Kierbow of Griflin, Willa
Tanksley of Brooks; and
daughter-inlaw, Beverly
Evans of Griffin.

Visitation for Frances
(snddard will be on
Tuesday, November 15,
2016 from 6 p.m. until 8
p.m, at Conner-Westbury
Funeral Home, A
graveside funeral service
will Be conducted on
Wednesday, November

16, 2016 at ®

Il a.m. at
Oalc Hill
Cemetery.

The Rev.

Roger Robinson will
olficiate, Family and
[riends are asked to

meet at the cemetery at
10:50 a.m. on Wednesday
morning.

Please join her family
and fricnds in honoring
the life of Frances
Goddard by visiling
www.conner-westhury-
funeralhome.com and
posting your tributes and
memories,

Conner-Westhury
Funeral Home, 1891 W,
Mcintosh Road, Griffin,
is in change of the
arrangements.

DEATH NOTICES

Mrs. Shirley Adams
Pausinelli, 70, of Griffin,
died on Tuesday. Nov. 15,
2016, al her residence. A
memorial service will he
conducted in the chapel
of Conner-Westhury
Funeral Home at 11
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v Grorgia Nature Photograpl

Assuciation will hosl nature photographer, John
Quinn ue Tuesday, Nov. 15l 630 pan i lhe 15t
Toor conlerenee room of the Women's Cenler

hers

Kivmais office a) THO-227.-9187. of Spakiing Regiona) Hospital. Members and
potential members are invited to allend,
Westmoreland staff will Qu‘nn’sat:iiwil bv‘gnlsd lh;I Earth:
Antarclica keetand.” Por more information
__ beinlaGrange, Griffin aboul Geongia Nature Photograghers
US Represeatative Lynn Westmorchnd's — Association. check onl their web site, wwwgnpa.
stadl will be holding mobtle office hours on com and ¢lick on the *central chapler™
e et moble oot houes vl e byt by
i mobile office 1 -A-Law
Ficld Representative James Ruvalcaba, and the Mhhﬁt‘m ye.r
LaGramge offive hours will be held by Fiekd The Griffin-Spalting Counly Librocy is

Ruvalcaba will be in Griffin, from 10 am. 1o
noon, Tuesday, Nov. 15, at the Geiflin Reg
Welcome Center, 143 North Hill St Griilin.

Martia will be in LaGramge, from 10 am. 1o

noon, Tuesday, Now 15, at the LaGrange Troup
County Chamber of Commerce, Diverse Power

Room. 111 Boll 5., LaGrange.

18 from 11 am. to 3 pm. [Nyon are unable

to meet with an alkrney, You can meet with
Geargia Legal Servives Program allorney Jana
Edmamson Cooper. To ke an appoinimen),
call 7704124770 or ask at the from desk ot the
Tibrary. To contact the GLSE call 4048047707,

The GSLP dees not handle criminal <azes or

[ you are unable to atiend these office immigration matters,
new psychological evaluation by oulstanding, both the prosecu-
MOT'O" defense experts is planned a1 tion and the defense team said
this time. they should be ready for bial as
FROM THE FRONY PAGE In what he deemed a close  scheduled,

~it is wrong te attempl to
execule people who were bro-
ken by the goveramest, If
anyone deserves protection of
the courts, 3 is velerans wilh
PTSD,” Pittman said in court
Nov. 1.

Sams also granted the stale ing.

decision, Sams granted the
defense’s motion lo suppress
objects found in the hotel room
that Bowman and Blixon wene
slaying in at the time of the inci-
dent as well as items from the
house where Bowman was liw

A change of wnuoe to Tronp
County was granted in July, It
has been Sams’ plan to begin
jury selection in Troup County
Jan. 9 with the trial tentatively
set to hegin Feb. 6 Sams said
Monday that jury summons will
#o oul this week or next,

S MG ATV A YRR JTAL, 1T
Tough Turkey 5K and Half Mara-
thon. Both races siart al Journey
Church, 315 Wes1 Solomon St.,
and end at the Park at Sixth, at the
corner of East Solomon and &ih
sreets,

Race day registration and pack-
et pickup will start at 6:30 a.m. and
end at T:15 am. The half marathon
szart time will be a1 7:30 am. and
the 5K will start at 7:4% am. Reg-
ister Tor the races al www.active.
o0m.

All race procends go 1o support
the continued cliorts of Impact
Kacing Minisirics,

Far more infarmation, see Impact
Raong Ministnes on Facebook.

BANDAG
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in the community, as it supports
numernus local groups and orga-
nizatinns.

Aside from its heavy involve-
ment with Griffin-Spalding United
Way — for which Brasher present-
ed a check vver S17.000 to Execu-
tive Director Denise Quick dur-
ing the ceremony — Bandag alse
collahorates each yvear with Chick-
fil-A anid the Southside Riders to
bring a Christmas celebration to

. While the state has e right Morve motions in the case are fnster children in Spalding Counl
:t.:‘ m;n&naml:g 1o appeal this ruling, the slate  expected 10 be heard Dec. 5 in and surrounding ﬁg;nf ¥
Spalding County Assistant Dis-  »ill nol appeal at this tone, Brod-  Spalding County, Buth the state “You been a partner for the
Irict Attorney Marie Broder said  ¢7 saidl. and the defense will travel with fust 40 years,” said Luckie, as he
the evaluation “will be scheduled Uptoming court activ- Judge Sams Dec. 6 to inspeot emphasized the bnportanee of hav-
very soon.” ity deles were also discussed at  the Troup County court fcilities ing a company like Bridgestone
Pittman said Monday the Monday’s hearing. While some and then hear potential jurors’ Bandag in town, "We would like 1o
defense may raise a “guilly but testing such as ballisiics lesting  requests for exouses or deferrals assure you that we are going 1o be
mentally ill” defense, but no and chemical analym are still  Dec, 7 in Troap County, your partner for the next 40 years.”
the FAA for release of the  would change from the erty as a movie studic. | na.ht i's not guing to hap-
AIRPORT vacant unused property a5 Airport Authority to the  believe this is probably
s00n as possible.” potential new kand owner. the highest and best uge \iurmw said “it's not
FROM THE FROMT PAGE Johnston said, “the The Kiwams would be in and would have the excit- $6 millien, it's $15 mil-
. . money is held in escrow, the same position as they  ing possibility for signifi- lion and that covers our
The Airport Authority we have the opportunity are now.” cant economic potentiad in - expense tn move out the
voted 1o give this polen- 1y use a portion of the  Airport Author- ourcommunity” tenants.”
tial buyer and anyont moncy, with the final ity member David Brock,  Morrow said, “thejobs,  The $15 million
else who wants 10 bid closing contingent on who is also a Griffin city capital investment, and  includes the land and the

Iwo oplions o ease the
potential buyer’s converns
about his money sitting
in escrow and the new
airport falling through,
explained Airport Authori-
ty Bill Johaston, citing the
sales process of land at
Fort McPherson as part
of those concerns.

Box A, Johnston said,
“the amount goes into an
escrow account, there's
one closing and he's enti-
tled to the land at the end,
when the airport closes,
During that time we can
use the money to buy out
the existing leases and
o move current tenants

over.

The difference in A
and B. Airport Author-
ity Chairman Dick Mor-
row explained, s when
the owner wants to lake
cgmrol_uf Lhe property.

a second appraisal,” as
is required by the FAA
Johnzon noted, *the board
is willing to abzorb that
cost If there is a differ-
enoe.”

Morrow said, this
offer, and any other bids.
would be for all airport
land, the business park.
terminal and T-hangar
owned by the Airpori
Authority, exchuding Air-
port Road Park, which
the county is buying on
a lease purchase. the
Sheriff's ()fice hangar.
which the county will buy
an lease purchase, but it
cannot be released until
afler the airpor! is closed;
and a portion of the golf
course which was on air
port property that the city
has purchased,

The offer include the

commissioner repre-
senting District 4, which
includes the Hillandale
area across the sireet
from the ainport, was con-
cerned about what would
2o in there. "He might put
in an amuscment park.”
Brock said, citing com-
ments made during prior
confidential negotiations,

Morrow, also a city
commissioner said, “we
have final say what goes
in, it will be in the con-
tract.” and he told Brock
that Brock “totally mis-
construcd” what will go
in there.

Airport Authorily
member Carl Pruett, crite-
cal of Brock discussing
the confidential nego-
fiations said, “he’s putting
something in there that
will attract people to the

Kiwanis fairgrounds area”

revenue generation would
vifer worklurce opportu-
nities for our cilizens that
are currently unavailable,
This ties divectly into the
film academy develop-
ment at Southern Cres-
cent Technical College
o meet the demand for
a trained movie and Glm
worklorce,"

Brock asked Moaday
night that it be clarified as
to what's going in there,
He also questioned the
515 milBon price, as “out-
ragecus amount for that
praperty,” saying “it's
worth about $6 million,
and for that much {§15
milbon} he's going to put
in whatever he wants.™

Morrow said “it is put
out for bid, and it's all sub-
ject to our approval what
goes in there,” with Air-
part Authority member

buildings in the business
park, Morrow said, and
explained “we have 1o buy
oul the aviation business
buildings and facilitate
moving those businesses
ante the new airpore.”

Brock, a Hillandale
resident, said he was con-
cerned about “the prop-
erly values if he puts
an amusemenl park in
there”

The board soted unani-
meously, including Brock,
w0 put it out for bid, with
a §15 million minimum.
Sealed bids will be opened
by the Airport Author-
ity legal committee, which
will sifl through them and
make a recommendation
t0 the full hoard,

The Airport Authority
also awarded the appraisal
contract for the sale of the
airport ta RE Appraisal





