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A dedication ceremony took place recently at the University of Georgia Griffin
Campus for the new Food Product Innovation and Commercdialization Center. Fea-
turing numerous speakers — among them UGA President Jere Morehead, state
Rep. David Knight, R-Griffin, and Griffin-5palding Development Authority Chair-
man Chuck Copeland — the event concluded with a symbaolic ribbon-cutting
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before guests were iInvibed to tour the facility.

Copeland: 1 truly do'Grlffm
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huck Copeland
grew ip in Zebulon,
bt “has spent

96 percent of my adidt

working fife in Griffin, 1

truly deo Jove Griffin,”

Copeland, the president
of First National Hank and
chairmean of the Griffin-
Spalcling Dievedopment
Authority, said, “1 beliowe
inn Griffin as a place
wihere people can enjoy
life. I close enough to
he convenient to Atlanta
bt far enouwgh away to
raintain ur sense of
identity and community.”

He =aid the success
of Griffin, s very
sellcervime, The more
sicvessiul Griffin iz, the
e sucvesafil the bank
ig and the higher quality
of life I and my emplovees
ghare.”

The Griffin-Spakfing
Dievelopment Authority
has had a lot of success at
(e Latberess ant Green Valley
induztrial parke. The Eitest
siicress story was Rinns,
widch announced that it

will construct a new facility

here, and has apened up
a temporary facility off of
Hudson Koad.

“] am very pleased with
the nesw additions in the
st 24 monthe” Copeland
saic. “We would not have
had it without that new
indusirial park.”

The new facilities at
the Lakes at Green Valley
inchede Toppan, Oisuka
and Marukan.

Copeband said he
iz “very pleased with
progress, the pace we've
Been able to attract
incdlustry into thit park,
We contimee to get lots
of incuiries: from the
{reargia Department of
Economic Development
on properties here”

He= said there i5%a
consideralile armomant of
interest with iternationsl
COEIES T start
manufacturing fcilities,
not just in the 1S, but
in (eergia. The general

mood is very positive.”

There has been “great
feedback from the Georga
Department of Economic
Development on how
prospects view us, positive
on the quakity of the
worsforce and the abiBty
to atiract to their facility,”
Copeland said.

Muarulan, one of three
Japanese mamnufachrers
in the paris, “is so pleased
tor b atble b hire Jocalby
amd thee quality of the
applicants,” Copelnd said,

He: szid there are
twr acleitional sites
under a memorandum
of understanding or
purchase agreement,
“aut e et al the point
1o anmounce vel what
the plans are. | do Jook
forward 1o malking an
ammouncement in 28"

With those, T said,
“Ther: are two sites Jedl
unsckd in that park, amd
wee are aclively working
with anather international
prospect, an early slage
prospect. There continues
by b strong inderest
i Spelding County for
inchestry”™

O of mmost oulward
shprvs of the suicoess of
Laees at Green Valley, he
gaid, i theat “we hope o be
mestalling landscaping aumd
ertrance way signage this
VAT,

These were
PSR OEER0 PrOjects,

b gl “iat weith the
aesstance from the
Arcivway Project, we were
able o get free design
serviees from UGA
atudents to develop the
conceptual plans.”

The Development
Authority, Copeland sxid,
is now spending more time
on long-range planing.

With only two sites
e, “We e 1o see
what's available for
furtuere: Inclustry amed
manufacturing. [t's ook
Ioggheal to anticipate o
growth along that corridor,
and o develop aresas
contignuous to the existing
inchestrial parks.”

 FLEPHOTE AR LIGHTHERATIAILY HEWS
Community leaders came out In October 2017 to celebrate the grand opening of
Marukan's new rice vinegar brewery Iin Griffin. The company, which began in
Jlapan in 1649, made a $30 million investment in the Griffin plant located on 16.2
acres in the Lakes at Green Valley industrial park. The 77,000-square-foot, state-of-

the-art brewery, is the Japanese company's second LS. plant.
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RAY LIGHTRERDIAILY HEWS
Grand opening ceremonies at the Toppan USA plant in Griffin in April 2016 included a sake barrel opening, In
ceremanial kimonos for the opening were Toppan USA President Sumio Ezaki, Toppan Printing Company Ltd.
President and Representative Director Shingo Kaneko, Consulate General of Japan in Atlanta representative
Takashi Shinozuka, Director of Glebal Commerce for the Georgla Department of Economic Development Scott
MecMurray, Griffin-Spalding Development Authority Chalrman Chuck Copeland and Kajima Corp. Managing
Executive Officer Shigeru Tomoda.

Dtsuka
Chemical
America hald
its grand
opening cer-
emanies in
July 2015 for
the site in the
Lakes at
Green Valley
industrial
park. Local
and state offi-
cials were on
hand for the
ribbon-cut-
ting for Otsu-
ka, wihich
wias the first
of three Japa-
nese compa-
niis to apen
plants in the
“gco-lriendly
industrial
park.”
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