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UPSON COUNTY — The
Georgia Bureau of Investiga-
tion is assisting the Upson
County Sheriff’s Department
in investigating the report-
ed financial transaction theft
of $99,000 in county funds,

The county's Finance
Department reported a
theft of $99,624 through the
email submission of a com-
puter-generated invoice sup-
posedly from Ameripro, the
county’s ambulance service
provider, Upson County Sher-

iff Dan Kilgore said.

“The forged invoice is iden-
tical to the normally submit-
ted monthly invoice of the
ambulance service except
for one character in the email
address and the account
number for submission of
payment. After the payment
was submitted electronically,
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GBI probing theft of funds

an employee of the finance
department con er-
ipro to confirm receipt and
learned of the fraudulent
activity,” Kilgore said.

Once the UCSO was
made aware of the transac-
tion, Kilgore said his office
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COURTESY OF UGA — ATHENS
Food technology entre-
preneur James Gratzek
will serve as the next
director of the Food Prod-

uct and Com-

SUBMITTED PHOTO

T representatives present Youth Advisory Council members and advisors with the Kroger Zero Grant. The group is a part of

Kroge:
Spalding Collaborative

Youth group continues to share the love

BY KAREN GUNNELS
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GRIFFIN — The Spald-
ing Youth Advisory Council
recently received funds to
help the group in its work to
improve the lives of others.

YAC recently received a

Kroger Zero grant from the
Kroger store in Griffin.

The Kroger grant will
be combined with a recent
community service grant
from State Farm to pur-
chase items for the group’s
Share the Love program,
Lisa Fambro, YAC's adult

advisor, said

Fambro said YAC members
work with other volunteers
to pack rcusable bags with
non-perishable snacks, socks
and activity books.

A part of the Spalding Col-
laborative, YAC is made up
of middle and high school

students who not only vol-
but

mercialization Center on
the University of Georgia
Griffin campus.

Gratzek

to serve

as UGA
FoodPIC
director

COURTESY OF
JORDAN POWERS
— ATHENS
Food technology
entrepreneur James
Gratzek will serve as
the next director of the
Food Product Innova-
tion and Commercializa-
tion Center on the Uni-
versity of Georgia Grif-
fin campus, according to
the Department of Food
Sdience and Technology
at the College of Agri-
cultural and Environ-
meantal Sciences.
Gratzek will begin his
new role July 1.
Gratzek comes to
FoodPIC from Food
Physics USA, a food
technology start-up
focused on sales and
licati for pulsed

unteer in the
also serve as peer leaders on
youth-related issues in Grif-
fin-Spalding.

YAC has been recognized
by the Georgia Teen Institute

electric field technolo-
RY, a way to preserve
food using short pulses
of electricity, where he
_sen{cd as Each.nicnl and

for its number of vol
projects and service hours.

Commissioners OK Smoak Road subdivision
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GRIFFIN — Spalding
County commissioners have
given conditional approval to
the construction of a 247-sin-

gle family lot subdivision on
Smoak Road.

Accordmx to counly mfor-
mation, Big Pines

ing on the subdivision, LGI
Homes attorney Paul Mitch-
ell said the proposcd 280-acre

ibdivision is an ion of a

is being develnped by LGI
Homes of Georgia.
During a June 23 public hear-

2006 court order.
The plan includes a 100-
foot buffer around the entire

property, which will provide
more area for stormwater
runoff, LGl Homes represen-
tative Bryan McCranie said
during the hearing.
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director.

Gratzek also founded
Gratzek Food Technolo-
gy, a Minneapolis-based
food technology consult-
ing company.

Manpreet Singh said
Gratzek has been a lead-
er in the food industry
for more than 25 years.
During his career, he
has served as director
of aseptic technology,
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OBITUARIES f

OBITUARY POLICY

Obituaries are published daily in The Griffin Daily

News. To have your loved cne's cbituary placed ln the
contact home.

must come from and be verified by the funeral home.
The newspaper reserves the right to edit obituaries
and death notices to conform with style. For prices.
call the Griffin Daily News office at 770227.3276.
Photos may accompany any obituary. Death notices
are published free of charge.
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a food processing technique, and project applica-
tions with TetraPak; director of innovation, technol-
ogy and quality with General Mills; and senior vice
president for research, quality and innovation with
Sunopta Inc.

“During his career, Dr. Gratzek has led many
teams in the food industry and has a vast expe-
rience and success in product development, pro-
cess development and food safety,” Singh said.

~ Chauvin gets 21 years for
' violating Floyd’s civil rights

remarks, made no direct apolo-
gy or expression of remorse to
Floyd's family.

Instead, he told the family that
he wishes Floyd's children “all the
best in their life.”

Chauvin wore an orange prison
uniform and a protective mask,
according to pool media reports
from the courtroom. He waved at
family and friends in the gallery
as he entered. The media reports
made no mention of visible reac-
tion by Chauvin to any part of the
hearing.

Prosecutor LeeAnn Bell asked
Magnuson to give Chauvin the full
25 years possible in the plea deal,
highlighting the “specia] responsi-
bility” that he had as a police offi-
cer to care for the people in his
custody.

“He wasn't a rookie,” Bell said.
“He knew what his training was. ...
He admitted before this court that
his conduct was wrong and he did

anyway.”
Floyd's brother Philonise also
asked for the maximum possible
sentence, telling Magnuson the
Floyd family had “been given a life
sentence.” He said aflerward that
he was upset that Chauvin didn't
Ret more time behind bars.
Chauvin's mother, Carolyn
Pawlenty, told Magnuson that her
son didn't go to work intending to
kill someone.

it

Milton Eugene Russell Sr. |
Milton Eugene grandchildren,
Russell, Sr., 98, of Mindy and Heath |
g:fﬁiu psscd sway ?‘”"‘l‘q s:m and BY STEVE KARNOWSKI while res}:)ondt[nx to a 911 call
uly o, at Fike um Kis! g S accusing him of using a counter-
Manor with his family ~ Angie and Henry ST. PAUL, Minn. — A federal feit $20 bill to buy cigarettes. And
by his side. Hurt, Rusty Russell; judge on Thursday sentenced Chauvin rebuffed questions from
Mr. Russell was great-grandchildren, Derek Chauvin to 21 years in pris-  one of the other officers about
!\)?ar;\c }1:11!\/[1::90;;1 ?{r;s Aéd‘;ewb}:lmmmh on for violating George Floyd's whelherdl-‘layd should be turned
: L YL “1as0n, civil rights, telling the former Min-  on his side.
;x]rcnlﬁ Rufus Jehone ﬁshxlam. :A.ESJ and neapolis police officer that what ~ “You absolutely destroyed the
Ph'slls'e 'gl‘ M“”h. ex Corbit; m he did was “simply wrong” and lives of three young officers by
Gisips Bussel, 8 nieces and_na'p.hen& “offensive.” taking command of the scene,”
‘;;x"e- *I*l":ua Smith o “k“:'; family "°‘!§ | | US. District Judge Paul Maz- Magnuson said.
hinsns'e d &'EM“" e 10 say 4 sl;;‘ec | | nuson sharply criticized Chauvin  Chauvin's plea agreement called
Rusmll eatl. L ﬂmlkdyoul;mzf:‘ for his actions on May 25, 2020, for a sentence of 20 to 25 years to
fmseuwm;u 1an "}"’[’,‘ik ‘ﬁ“m " even as he opted for the low ecd be served concurrent with a 22
?qwj M‘;IF £ g : hfm ‘;{”‘“. of a sentencing range called for 1/2year sentence for his state con-
ilaving urdc; {u'r'“an lh:‘]’;vi:;mm in a plea agreement. Chauvin, viction of murder and manslaugh-
World War 1L He care and support he wha s white, p_mnui P‘kwyd o the. er charges. £ diff B 1
retired fromthe  received from them pavement outside a aneapglis _&mx_ o se_o ferences in parole
Unm:d States Postal  during his illness. corner store for more than nine eligibility in the state and feder-
Service, a member of A visitation wi]l'be minutes as the Black man plead- al systems, it means that Cl_mu»
Orchard Hill Baptist  held from 1-2 p.m. ed, “I can't breathe,” and became vin will serve slightly more time
Church where he had  Friday, July 8, at unresponsive. behind bars than he would have
served as a deacon, Conner-Westbury l-loyd:u lupmg spnrkad protests on the state sentence alone. He
drove the church bus ~ Funeral Home. worldwide in a reckoning over would be eligible for parole after
fora Followed by a police brutality and racism. 15 years on the state sentence, but
oumber graveside service with “I really don't know why you did must serve almost 18 years of his
of years. military honors at what you did,” Magnuson said. federal time before he could be
Mr. Westwood Gardens. “To put your knee on a person's  released. oy
Russell Conner-Westbury neck until they expired is simply ~ He will also do his time in the
was a Mason with Funeral Home in wrong. ... Your conduct is wrong  federal system, where he may be
Lodge #5in Macon,  Griffin has charge of anditis offensive.” safer and may be held under fewer
aShriner, and an the ar who earlier this year restrictions than in the state sys-
airplane pilot. He Please join the presided over the federal trial and  tem.
loved God, family and fa_mj}y and friends convictions of three other officers ~ Chauvin attorney Eric Nelson
country. in honoring the life at the scene, blamed Chauvin had asked for 20 years, arguing
Heis survu.cd by of Milton Russell b) alone for what happened. Chauvin that Chauvin was remorseful
son and daugt visiting was by far the senior officer pres- and would make that clear to
law, Geneand Diana  buryfuneralhome. ent as police tried to arrest Floyd the court. But Chauvin, in brief
Russell; daughter com and posting
and son-in-law, Sandy  your tributes and
and Mel Hardy; memories.

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT MAP
39-493-497 Smoak Rd
Parcels 203 01006 - 203 01006A - 203 01006C
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f food b d | ae}:iollsuc : th \
of food business and learned important method-
ologies to create and launch | and sus- _—
tainable food products. Dr. James Gratzek is rec- Legand
ognized as a leader in the food industry, and | Jeasprens
look forward to his leadership and vision for the ] Cowts Pacets
FoodPIC.” < S———
TAKING FOOD PRODUCTS  dome
FROM CONCEPTTO LAUNCH s > E
FoodPIC was initiated by Department of Food Ereiomont ]
Scxcm:e and Technology faculty and is inter- [T
lly r for its devel of Tows Corter
innovative food products and discovery and for Somnsa Comis oo
the implementation of cutting-edge science and i
technology. feostune il EaRe .
The center has a fully established internation- it
al network of contacts and dalabaws with which l I Ml \\\\\\‘
it serves new and d food
These strategic alliances wxl}3 external mar- COURTESY OF SPALDING COUNTY
keting, technology and engineering groups help Big Pinesis a planned 247sing ily ision coming

food companics take new products from con-
ception through consumer research, formula-
tion, prototyping, shelf-ife analysis and market
launch. The center is guided by reliable consum-
er preference analysis and driven by client food
company proﬁl goals.

FoodPIC is located at UGA-Griffin, about 30
miles south of the Hartsfield Jackson Atlanta
International Airport,

ROAD
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According to conditions

commissioners, no vinyl siding
is allowed on any of the subdi-
vision’s homes, and all homes
must have a minimum heated
area of at least 2,000 square feet.

Homes with a first floor must

ed square feet, and all homes
must have fully sodded yards,
according to the hearing's
after agenda.

The subdivision is also to
feature a clubhouse and play-

approved by county staff and have a minimum of 1,250 heat-

from all over. The center and the fond science
and technology department provide unique facil-
ities enabling dozens of researchers to carry out
studies that affect food systems worldwide.

“I am excited to join FoodPic. This is a fantas-
tic facility, with an important mission and won-
derful staff,” Gratzek said. “Georgia is an emerg-
ing food and agricultural powerhouse, and devel-
oping products and technology that add value to
southeastern crops will be a focus of the center.
Our work will extend the strategic focus area of
integrated precision agriculture at CAES.”

Gratzek is relocating to UGA-Griffin for the
position, but he’s no stranger to CAES. He
received his doctoral degree in food science
from CAES in 1994.

“Returning to Georgia after spending nearly
three decades out of state is our next adven-
ture,” he said. “I look forward to utilizing my
industrial experience combined with the awe-
some capabilities of UGA to assist Georgia's
food and ag sector to become more profitable
and ultimately better positioned for our bright
future.”
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ing similar situations
from happening in the
future.

“On behalf of the
Upson County Board
of C e

the GBI, who involved
its cyber crimes unit
from Augusta along
with the U.S. Secret
Service, he added.
“Using these
resources, we were
able to identify the
account the money
had been wired to and
freeze the funds for
recovery,” Kilgore said.
According (o a state-
ment released Wednes-
day by Upson County,
processes have now
been implemented
to assist in prevent-

s,
would like to express
our deep gratitude to
everyone involved in
the swift action taken
against the perpetrator
who carned out this
scam,” Upson County
Board of C

ground among its amenities.
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ers Chairman Norman
Allen said. “Thanks
to Sheriff Kilgore, his
staff, the GBI and the
U.S. Secret Service, the
funds that were stolen
were able to be recov-
ered.”

Kilgore said the case
is active and ongoing.

Bartlett Insurance
111 S. 13th Street, Griffin, GA 30223
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