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W E E K E N D  E D I T I O N

BY LARRY STANFORD
NEWS REPORTER 

LSTANFORD 
@GRIFFINDAILYNEWS.COM

GRIFFIN — Discussions about a sec-
ond State Court judge and a roundabout 
at Highway 155 and North McDonough 
Road are on the agendas of the Spalding 
County Board of Commissioners’ Mon-
day work session and meeting.

Also on the agendas are a request 
to amend the county’s judicial and 
elected of ficials’ compensation and 
a presentation of the county’s Fis-
cal Year 2024 Annual Comprehensive 
Financial Report.

SECOND JUDGE
With the number of cases in Spalding 

County State Court rapidly increasing, 

the need for a second judge has been 
talked about for more than a year.

The Chief Judge of the State Court 
of Spalding County has requested that 
a second judge be added to the Spal-
ding County State Court and certain 
corrections be made to the local legis-
lation controlling the State Court.

BY LARRY STANFORD
NEWS REPORTER 

LSTANFORD@GRIFFINDAILYNEWS.COM

WASHINGTON, DC — 
Congressman Brian Jack 
(R-Ga.) helped lead a biparti-
san majority Feb. 27 to pass 
H.J. Res. 20, 
a  j o in t  r es -
o lu t ion  tha t 
repeals a regu-
lation imposed 
d u r i n g  t h e 
Biden Admin-
istration that 
w o u l d  b a n 
non-condens-
ing tankless 
water heaters 
manufactured in Grif fin at 
Rinnai America Corporation’s 
manufacturing facility, which 
employs over 300 workers.

The bipartisan vote in the 
House of Representatives was 
221-198. 210 Republicans and 
11 Democrats voted for the 
legislation, introduced by Rep. 
Gar y Palmer, (R-Ala.) and 
heavily promoted by Rep. Jack.

Second State Court judge, 
roundabout on agendas
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BY LARRY STANFORD
NEWS REPORTER 

LSTANFORD@GRIFFINDAILYNEWS.COM

GRIFFIN — Cyber attacks 
last year on Fulton County, 
Gilmer County, and Macon-
Bibb County governments 
highlight the need for local 
governments to continually 
upgrade their cyber security 
programs.

The City of Griffin Board of 
Commissioners did just that 
at their meeting on Feb. 25 
by unanimously approving 
an award from the Georgia 
Emergency Management 
Agency’s State and Local 
Cybersecurity Grant Program 
for $13,750.

The GEMA program was 
established in 2022. It was 
allocated $400 million in fund-
ing for state, local, a tribal 
governments to develop or 
improve cyber security pro-
grams, including backup solu-
tions, firewalls, and antivirus.

Griffin BOC 
OK’s GEMA 

grant updating 
cyber security 

program

Above: The Fairmont Divaletts 
performed a dance to the song 

“Big” by Pastor Mike Jr.

Left: The Fairmont Community Center 
was the site for the Black History Month 
program Thursday night. The program 
featured the center’s after-school chil-
dren’s program. Honored and recognized 
for their contributions to the success of 
youth programing at Fairmont Communi-
ty Center were (left-right) Ray Nash; 
Lyneil Charity, president of XI Beta 
Omega Griffin Chapter of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, which received the honor; 
and Rita Johnson.

Right: Pictured are Rdelynn 
Smith (left) performed a pre-

sentation on “Black Hair” com-
memorating the influence 

and social activism of Madam 
C.J. Walker. Walker is recorded 

as the first female self-made 
millionaire in America; (cen-

ter) Michelle Smith, Cowen 
Road Middle 4H; and (Right) 

emcee Jukoryia Clements, 
Spalding High senior.
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Palmer and Jack used the 
authority given to Congress 
under the Congressional 
Review Act (CRA) to repeal 
this regulation. The CRA 
enables Congress to disap-
prove of any rule or regulation 
announced by the Executive 
Branch within 60 legislative 
days. The Biden-Harris Admin-
istration imposed this regula-
tion on Dec. 26, 2024.

“ T h e  r e g u l a t i o n  w a s 

announced the day after 
Christmas, during the mid-
night hours of Joe Biden’s 
presidency, putting the liveli-
hoods of hundreds of my con-
stituents in peril during the 
holiday season,” Jack said in 
a news release. “With today’s 
bipartisan vote, we will save 
hundreds of manufacturing 
jobs in the great State of Geor-
gia.”

Jack represents Georgia’s 
3rd District, which includes 
Spalding County.

Jack repeatedly advocated 
for the legislation, delivering 
remarks in two Rules Com-

mittee hearings and a Small 
Business Committee hearing, 
on the House Floor during 
debate on Feb. 25, and finally 
delivering the closing remarks 
for Republicans on the House 
Floor immediately prior to the 
legislation’s passage.

“On behalf of my constitu-
ents, I am proud to have led 
the effort to pass this critical 
legislation, which repeals the 
Biden-Harris Administration’s 
job-killing regulation imposed 
on the specific water heaters 
manufactured in our Congres-
sional District,” said Jack.

Rinnai America Corporation 

is headquartered in Peachtree 
City, and in 2022, it opened its 
manufacturing facility in Grif-
fin, where it produces non-con-
densing tankless water heat-
ers.

“On behalf of ever yone 
at Rinnai America, I want to 
extend our deepest gratitude 
to Congressman Brian Jack 
for his unwavering support in 
advancing the Congressional 
Review Act resolution through 
the House. His leadership in 
standing up for American man-
ufacturing, protecting jobs, 
and ensuring that consumers 
are not burdened with unnec-

essary costs is a testament to 
his commitment to the people 
of our great state of Georgia,” 
said Frank Windsor, President 
of Rinnai America Corporation, 
in Jack’s news release.

“Thanks to his efforts, we 
are one step closer to preserv-
ing the choices and energy-ef-
ficient products that American 
families deserve, while safe-
guarding hundreds of jobs 
here at Rinnai America Cor-
poration. We look forward to 
continuing to work together 
to uphold the values of inno-
vation, efficiency and Ameri-
can-made excellence.”

BAN
FROM PAGE A1

The city chose to 
upgrade to a next gen-
eration antivirus system 
on all city computers 
and servers. This next 
generation antivir us 
solution will proactively 
monitor and quarantine 
infected files and per-
form remote analysis of 
systems by looking for 
anomalous activities.

The total  grant is 
$13,750, with the city’s 
match being $1,375.

CYBERATTACKS
January 2024: It took 

more than a month for 
Fulton County to repair 
damage by hackers who 
crippled government 
services. The ransom-
ware group LockBit took 
credit for the cyberat-
tack. The group demand-
ed payment, threatening 
to dump data online, 
including residents’ per-
sonal information.

Fulton County did not 
pay and in February, law 
enforcement agencies 
in Europe and the U.S. 
announced they had dis-
rupted LockBit’s opera-
tions, seized the group’s 
systems and arrested 
two people overseas.

March 2024: Gilmer 

County was the victim 
of a cyberattack that dis-
rupted some of its digital 
services. The attack took 
most of the county’s net-
work offline, but essen-
tial services such as 911 
were not affected.

The county worked 
with cybersecurity and 
data forensics consul-
tants and federal law 
enforcement to investi-
gate the attack. It took 
more than a week to 
bring the county ser-
vices back online.

May 2024: Macon-
Bibb County experi-
enced a cyberattack. The 
county took its network 
offline to prevent further 
access to hackers. Coun-
ty services like online 
court system payments, 
park reservations, and 
vehicle tag and title reg-
istration were offline.

The county contacted 
state and federal securi-
ty officials for guidance, 
and added addition-
al security measures. 
County ser vices were 
restored within three 
days.

OTHER BUSINESS
City commissioners 

approved the purchase of 
512 F3, G3, and G5 Mic-
rosoft licenses to expand 
cloud capabilities for the 
city from SHI Interna-
tional, which has a Geor-

gia state contract, in the 
amount of $131,049.60.

Griffin is migrating to 
Microsoft 365 to enhance 
information security, 
increase disaster resil-
ience, utilize new fea-
tures, and to realize cost 
savings from the elimi-
nation of numerous soft-
ware solutions.

Once fully deployed, 
Microsoft 365 will save 

the City money on office 
licensing, multi-factor 
authentication, mobile 
device management, and 
spam and security pre-
vention solutions. Addi-
tional costs will be real-
ized by the reduction in 
storage overhead.

The city’s Fiscal Year 
2025 budget includes 
$100,000 for Micro-
soft 365 licensing. The 
remaining $31,049.60 
will come from cost sav-
ings on other software 
services that are being 
replaced or reduced.

Commissioners also 
approved the reinstate-
ment and first amend-
ment to a PCS Site Agree-
ment (cell site lease) with 
SprintCom, Inc., for a cel-
lular antenna on the city’s 
water tank located at 419 
E. Poplar Street.

Grif fin entered into 
a PCS Site Agreement 
with SprintCom, Inc. on 
Dec. 4, 1998, which by 
its terms expired on Dec. 
3, 2023. Renewal was 
assigned to Ryan Fender, 
Local Government Ser-
vices, LLC, to negotiate a 
renewal.

SprintCom, Inc. had 
remained in possession 
following expiration of 
the former lease and 
maintained rent pay-
ments throughout that 
time.

The reinstatement and 

first amendment to the 
agreement reinstates the 
former lease and increas-
es the compensation to 
the city from $3,498.01 
per month to $4,022.71 
per month, with an annu-
al increase of 3.0%, with 
the lease term extend-
ed for three additional 
five-year renewal terms. 
SprintCom, Inc. has 
remained in possession 
following expiration of 
the former Lease and 
maintained rent pay-
ments throughout that 
time.

CYBER
FROM PAGE A1

BY THE                        
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — 
Key Republicans and 
Democrats in Congress 
have been stal-
wart supporters 
o f  U k r a i n i a n 
President Volo-
d y m y r  Z e l e n -
skyy,  but  the 
blowup between 
the Ukrainian 
leader and Pres-
i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump is threat-
ening to change that.

Zelenskyy had trav-
eled to Washington to 
sign a deal that would 
give the U.S. access 
to its mineral riches 
as Trump attempts to 
pressure Ukraine into 
a deal to end the war 
with Russia. Although 
suppor t for Ukraine 
has waned among GOP 
congressional  mem-
bers in the three years 
since Russia invaded, 
key Republicans hoped 
the deal would revive 
American suppor t for 
Kyiv.

I n s t e a d ,  t h e  f a l l -
ou t  f r om a  hea ted 
Oval Of fice exchange 
between Tr ump, Zel-
enskyy and Vice Pres-
ident  JD Vance has 
many Republicans — 
even those who previ-
ously backed Ukraine 
— scolding Zelenskyy. 
For other GOP lawmak-

ers who have long crit-
icized U.S. support for 
Ukraine, the exchange 
was an oppor tunity to 
laud Trump for berat-

ing  Ukra ine ’s 
leader. And for 
Democrats ,  i t 
was proof that 
Tr ump is play-
i n g  i n t o  t h e 
hands of  Rus-
sian President 
Vladimir Putin.

Her e ’s  what 
c o n g r e s s i o n a l 

lawmakers  are  say -
ing as the future of 
Ukraine hangs in the 
balance:

REPUBLICANS WHO 
HAVE SUPPORTED 

UKRAINE IN  
THE PAST

SEN. LINDSEY GRA-
HAM, South Carolina:

Graham called the 
meeting a “complete, 
utter disaster” and said 
he’s “never been more 
proud” of Trump.

“What I saw in the 
Oval of f ice was dis-
respectful and I don’t 
know if we can ever do 
business with Zelen-
skyy again.”

S E C R E T A R Y  O F 
STATE MARCO RUBIO:

“Thank you @POTUS 
for  standing up for 
America in a way that 
no President has ever 
had the courage to do 
before. Thank you for 

putting America First. 
America is with you!”

H O U S E  S P E A K E R 
MIKE JOHNSON, Lou-
isiana:

“ T h e  d e a t h  a n d 
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e 
Russian-provoked war 
needs to stop imme-
diately, and only our 
American President 
can put these two coun-
tries on a path to last-
ing peace. President 
Zelenskyy needed to 
acknowledge that, and 
accept  the  extraor -
dinar y mineral rights 
par tnership proposal 
that President Trump 
put on the table. What 
we witnessed in the 
Oval Of fice today was 
an American President 
putting America first.”

REP. DON BACON, 
Nebraska:

“A bad day for Amer-
ica ’s  foreign pol icy. 
Ukraine wants inde-
pendence, free mar-
kets and rule of law. It 
wants to be part of the 
West. Russia hates us 
and our Western val-
ues. We should be clear 
that we stand for free-
dom.”

REP. MIKE LAWLER, 
New York:

“Diplomacy is tough 
and often times there 
are serious dif ferenc-
es of opinion and heat-
ed exchanges behind 
closed doors. Having 

this spill out into public 
view was a disaster — 
especially for Ukraine.”

REP. BRIAN FITZPAT-
RICK, Pennsylvania:

“It was hear tbreak-
ing  to  w i tness  the 
tur n of  events  that 
transpired in today’s 
m e e t i n g  r e g a r d i n g 
Ukraine’s future. It is 
time to put understand-
able emotions aside 
and come back to the 
negotiation table.”

REPUBLICANS WHO 
ARE OPPOSED TO 

UKRAINE AID
SEN. JOSH HAWLEY, 

Missouri:
“Remember: the U.S. 

Senate has repeated-
ly and for years voted 
BILLIONS of taxpayer 
dollars to Ukraine with 
no str ings at tached 
and with no true over-
sight. It’s time for some 
ACCOUNTABILITY.”

S E N .  M I K E  L E E , 
Utah:

“Thank you for stand-
ing up for OUR COUN-
TRY and putting Amer-
ica  f i rs t ,  Pr es ident 
Trump and Vice Presi-
dent Vance!”

SEN. ROGER MAR-
SHALL, Kansas:

“Not another penny.”
REP. ANDY BIGGS, 

Arizona:
“Dictator Zelensky 

had the audacity to dis-
respect President @

realDonaldTrump and 
VP @JDVance during 
what should have been 
a friendly meeting, and 
@POTUS r ight fu l l y 
showed him the door. 
This is the leadership 
America has craved for 
four years.”

DEMOCRATS, WHO 
AS A PARTY 

OVERWHELMINGLY 
SUPPORT UKRAINE
SENATE DEMOCRAT-

I C  L E A D E R  C H U C K 
SCHUMER, New York:

“Tr ump and Vance 
are doing Putin’s dirty 
work .  Senate  Dem-
ocrats will never stop 
fighting for freedom 
and democracy.”

HOUSE DEMOCRAT-
IC LEADER HAKEEM 
JEFFRIES, New York:

“ T o d a y ’ s  W h i t e 
House meeting with 
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f 
Ukraine was appal l -
ing and will only serve 
to fur ther embolden 
Vladimir Putin, a bru-
tal dictator. The United 
States must not reward 
Russian aggression and 
continue to appease 
Putin.”

SEN. RICHARD BLU-
MENTHAL, Connecti-
cut:

“My strong and pas-
sionate hope is that the 
talks can be resumed 
or restored, and this 
event won’t derail con-

tinued support.”
“I have ver y strong 

hopes that the coalition 
we have in Congress — 
and it is a very strong 
bipar tisan coalition — 
will be persuasive to 
the administration and 
others that we have 
a  long- ter m nat ion-
al security interest in 
Ukraine prevailing over 
Putin’s brazen aggres-
sion.”

SEN. AMY KLOBU-
CHAR, Minnesota:

“Answer to Vance: 
Zelenskyy has thanked 
our countr y over and 
over again both private-
ly and publicly. And our 
countr y thanks HIM 
and the Ukrainian patri-
ots who have stood up 
to a dictator, buried 
their own & stopped 
Putin from marching 
right into the rest of 
Europe. Shame on you.”

S E N .  C H R I S  M U R -
PHY, Connecticut:

“It  was a  planned 
ambush designed to 
embar rass President 
Zelenskyy in order to 
benefit Vladimir Putin. 
That was an embar-
rassment. That was an 
abomination. What you 
watched was American 
power being destroyed 
in the world as ever y-
body watches Presi-
dent Trump become a 
lapdog for a brutal dic-
tator in Moscow.”

What lawmakers are saying about clash between Trump, Zelensky

Donald 
Trump

Griffin is migrating to 
Microsoft 365 to 
enhance information 
security, increase 
disaster resilience, 
utilize new features, 
and to realize cost 
savings from the 
elimination of 
numerous software 
solutions.
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