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The Geprgia Department 
of Economic Development's 
annual VIP Tour for members 
of the Georgia Consular Corps 
will visit Griffin on Friday, 
March 31. 

The 2017 International 
VIP Tour is a three-day event, 
March 29 to 31, that showcas­
es a region of Georgia to the 
Consular Corps. This year's 
tour welcomes 22 internation­
al representatives to Middle 
Georgia, including s~ Consuls 
General and the Dean of the 
Consular Corps. . 

The countries represent­
ed span four continents and'· 
include top trading partners, 
investor nations, tourism and 
study abroad destinations, 
major allies and friends. 

"March has been an incred­
ible month for Georgia's global 
efforts, and ending the month 
by showcasing the state's 
diverse economy to our inter­
national community is one of 
the highlights of our interna­
tional efforts," said Georgia 
Department of Economic 
Development Chief Operating 
Officer Bert Brantley. 

"The VIP Tour offers an 
opportunity for communi­
ties to network withinfluen­
tial leaders from 22 countries, 
and gives VIP Tour guests an 
exclusive perspective of the 
culture, economy and overall 
character of Georgia," said 
Brantley. 

The tour will include the 
following communities ­
Peachtree City, Senoia, Warm 
Springs, Richland,. Cordele, 
Fort Valley, Perry, Warner 
Robins, Macon, Griffin and 
Hampton. 
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Spalding County is adding require­
ments for indoor shooting ranges, lim­
iting them to commercial districts and 
only as a special exception. 

The Spalding County Board of 
Commissioners voted unanimously 
last week to approve this amendment 
to the county's Unified Development 
Ordinance. 

Community Development Direc­
tor Chad Jacobs said it would only 
allow them in the commercial zoning 
districts, and only by special excel}' 
tion, meaning all requests would have 
to come before the Board of Zoning 
Appeals and the county commission­
ers for approval. 

Commercial zonings include C-1 
Highway Commercial, C-1B Heavy 
Commercial, C-1C Manufacturing­
light, and C-2 Manufacturing. Indoor 

ranges would 
(office institu· 
zonings. 
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enJoye emg aroun 
people and making them 
laugh. 

She is survived by 
her sons, Matthew 
Martin and Austin 
Hubbard of Meansville; 
mother, Evelyn Julie 
Yoeman and Emmet 
"Shorty" Yoeman of 
Meansville; father, 
Ricky Hubbard of 
Griffin; brother and 
sisters, William 

b.	 "Chop" Hubbard of 
Meansville, twin sister 
Katrina "Fatty" Garner 
and husband James 
of Albany, Tamera 
"Kricket" Bradley 

11,	 and husband Jason 
of Griffin; and many 
nieces, nephews, aunts, 

8; uncles and cousins. 
Friends may visit 

n; the family from 6to 8 

~ 

p.m. Friday, March 31 
at the funeral home. 
Funeral services 
will be held at 2 p.m. 
Saturday, April 1 in the 
chapel of Moody-Daniel 
Funeral Home with the 
Rev. James D. Wilson 
officiating and burial 
will follow in Moody 

Merritt retired from was born in Concord, 
Delta Airlines as a Georgia on September 
secretary. She loved 6, 1942. She is preceded 
to travel, living life to in death by her parents, 
its fullest. She went on Roger Herndon and 
many trips around the Laura Mae Mclendon 
world enjoying Gods Herndon; brother, 
creation. Mrs. Merritt Buddy Herndon, 
was a tender hearted, sisters, Bar~ara 
compassionate prayer Erlendson and Loraine 
warrior for the lost Boyd. Mrs. Simmons 
and a member of First was retired from 
Assembly of God in Spalding Regional 
Griffin, GA Hospital with over 

She is survived by 30 years, and after 
her husband, Jack retirement she enjoyed 
L. Merritt; children, line dancing, and was
 
Franklin Fletcher Avant involved in the Super
 
and Audrey Mccurdy; ~eniors Luncheon
 
grandchildren, Brain at Oak Hill Baptist
 
Avant, Brandon Avant Church.
 
and Tristen Webb; She is survived
 
several nieces and by her husband of 53
 
nephews. years, Richard "Jim"
 

. Visitation for Mary Simmons; children, 
Merritt will be on Curt Simmons and 
Friday, • wife Sharon, Starlyn
 
March 31, Simmons and her
 
2017 from' :. fiance Todd Hicks;
 
6:00 pm . . grandchildren, Ryan 
until 8:00 Simmons and Ashley, 
pm at Conner-Westbury Cole Simmons, Morgan 
Funeral Home. A Simmons; great 
funeral service will be grandchildren, Noelle 
conduCted on Saturday, Simmons; brothers, 
April 1, 2017 at 11:00 am Lewis Herndon and 

-Leon Jones 
Oct. 20, 1926 

- March 29, 2017 
Mr. Edward "Leon" 

Jones, 90, passed away 
at his residence on 
Wednesday, March 29, 
2017. ' 

He was born in 
Spalding County, 
Georgia on October 
20, 1926. He served 
in World War II and 
was stationed in Pearl 
Harbor. He retired 
from Bellsouth and was 
a member of Second 
Baptist Church. He 
loved the outdoors, 
working on projects and 
enjoyed breakfast with 
his friends. 

He is survived by, 
his loving wife of 61 
years, Dorothy Jones; 
sons, Robbie Jones, 
Barry Jones and wife 
Wendy, and Andy 
Jones and wife Teresa; 
grandchildren, Nick, 
Jennifer, Ashley, BJ, 
Lad and Amelia; great 
grandchildren Abby, 
Avery and Haleigh. 

Visitation will be 
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and memories 
Conner-Westbury 

Funeral Home, 1891 
W. McIntosh Road, 
Griffin, is in charge of 
arrangements. www. 
conner-westbury 
funeralhome.com. 

DEATH NOTICES
 
Wayman Calvin 

Johnson died March 
25,2017, at CMC 
Hospice in Monroe, 
North Carolina. 
Memorial services 
will be at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, April 1,2017, 
at St. Phillip AME 
Church in Griffin. 
Boston's Mortuary 
in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, is in charge of 
arrangements. 

Mrs. Minnie Frances 
Chapman Dunn, 98, of 
Zebulon, died March 30, 
2017. Funeral services 
will be held at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, April 2 in the 
chapel of Moody-Daniel 
Funeral Home. 
Moody-Daniel Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
.Colwell is pictured with her son, Avery. 
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standards, including 
environmental and 
insulation for sound. 

Jacobs told the com­
missioners "this has 
nothing to do with the 
issue on North Rover 
Road," referring to the 
complaints from neigh­
bors about the home 
occupation allowing 
the operation of a gun­
smithing, training and 
outdoor shooting range 
out of a home. 

Neigh bors have 
complained about 
noise and debris from 
skeet shooting, and 
with one last week 
claiming they have 
been "bullied" by the 
county and the busi­
ness owner. 

"I know, for lack of a 

better term, everyone is 
a little gun shy," Jacobs 
said, referring to the 
outdoor range issues 
and to Second Amend­
ment concerns, "but 
this'is the standard." 

Commissioner Gwen 
Flowers-Taylor made 
the motion to approve, 
seconded by Commis­
sioner Raymond Ray, 
and the amendment 
was approved unani­
mously. 

The board also 
unanimously approved 
the semi-annual adop­
tion of official zoning 
map in revised Geo­
graphic Information 
Systems (GIS) plat­
form as applicable to 
unincorporated Spald­
ing County. This just 
updates the map with 
any changes, Jacobs 
said. "On second read­
ing, we'll swap out the 
map upstairs." 
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The following 
partners will also 
host events through­
out the tour - Zac 
Brown's Southern 
Ground, the Geor­
gia Department of 
Agriculture, City of 
Warm Springs and 
Meriwether County, 
Cordele-Crisp Coun­
ty Chamber of Com­
merce, Sandler Non­
woven Corporation, 
Houston County, War­
ner Robins Museum 
of Aviation, Middle 
Georgia State Univer­
sity, Macon Interna­
tional Cherry Blos­
som Festival, Grif­
fin-Spalding County, 
Otsuka Chemical 
America in Griffin 
and Houston County. 




