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The University of Georgia-Griffin campus broke ground for its upcoming Food Technology Center on Friday. The
state-of-the-art facility is expected to be completed in 2016.
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The University of Geor-
gia-Griffin campus broke
ground on its upcoming
Food Technology Center
on Friday. The ceremony
featured Gov. Nathan Deal
and UGA President Jere
Morehead.

With numerous special
guests in attendance —
among them University

System of Georgia (USG)
Regent Tommy Hopkins
and state Rep. David
Knight, R-Griffin — the
UGA president pointed
out that the food industry
in Georgia is thriving. The
Food Technology Cen-
ter will play a vital role in
establishing a partnership
between the university,
the public and the global
food industry, he said.
“We are very grateful

to many individuals for
supporting this project,”
Morehead said.

The new facility, which
is expected to be complet-
ed in 2016, will allow UGA
researchers and industry
experts to provide inno-
vative guidance to busi-
ness owners in the areas
of food product develop-
ment, concept generation
and evaluation, packaging,
safe processing, business

development, pilot plant
preparation and consumer
acceptance.

“This has been a proj-
ect 16 years in the mak-
ing,” said Chuck Cope-
land, chairman of the
Griffin-Spalding Develop-
ment Authority, which is
contributing $1 million to
the project in addition to
the $3.5 million in state
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Author, colummst RlCh visits Griffin

More than 230 people gathered
at the Kiwanis of Griffin Center
onThursday to see best-selling
writer and nationally syndicated
columnist Ronda Rich, center,

| speak to and entertain them for
B} the evening. Sponsored by

| Spalding Regional Hospital, the
| eventkicked off with a few

| words from the hospital’s CEO
John Quinn, left. Quinn intro-
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