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scavenger hunt and car!bike 
show benefit Southside Chil­
dren's Charities, helping to 
provide Christmas cheer to 
foster children in Spalding, 
Pike, Henry, Butts, Lamar 
and Upson counties. 

Dollar General project 
is named Regional 

Deal of the Year 

BY RAY LIGHTNER 
STAFF WRITER 

RAY@GRIFFINDAllYNEWS.COM 

The Southside Riders 
Association is holding its 17th 
annual Marie Ussery Toy 
Run and Scavenger Hunt on 
Saturday. 

All proceeds from the ride, 

SUBMITTED 

Pictured are local officials from the Joint Development 
Authority of Butts County and Spalding County as well as 
local officials from both counties who attended the ceremo­
nies Monday. Chuck Copeland, Tom Gardner, Robert Parker, 
Dick Morrow, Kenny Smith, William Wilson and David Luckie 
attended the luncheon from the Spalding County side. In 
attendance from Butts County were Bryan Bush, Laura Hale, 
Bart White, Alicia Washington, Bruce Bartholomew and Butts 
County Commissioner Roger McDaniel. 
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Futral Road Elemen'tary School students BY RAY LIGHTNER ment in the location of busi­

pointed out that practice an emergency evacuation through 
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tl Georgia related drivers assist. The exercise was part of SOAR 
bus procedures (Safe, Orderly And Respectfully), a program 
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last two years. department to illustrate to elementary 
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The Georgia Economic 
Developers Association 
recognized the Joint Devel­
opment Authority of Butts 
CountY and Spalding County 
QDA) "outstanding achieve-

ness in Georgia" with a 
regional impact 

The JDA was recognized 
at ceremonies Monday for 
the Dollar General Region­
al Distribution Center. 
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Expected to open in 2017, 
Dollar General will cre­
ate 535 jobs at the under­
construction, 1,000,000 
square foot, $85,000,000 
facility along the Inter­
state 75 corridor in both 
Butts and Spalding coun­
ties. 

"The Dollar General 
project represents a sig­
nificant and positive step 
forward for the econo­
my of our region," said 
Bryan Bush, chairman 
of the Joint Development 
Authority of Butts Coun­
ty and Spalding County. 
"We thank the Georgia 
Economic Developers 
Association for recog­
nizing the impact that 
collaboration and team­
work can have on our 
community." 

JDA member and 
Griffin-Spalding Devel­
opment Authority Chair­
man Chuck Copeland 
said "it is certainly an 
honor to receive state­
wide recognition for this 
project. The two econom­
ic development profes­
sionals from our respec­
tive counties, David 
Luckie of Griffin-Spalding 
and Laura Sistrunk of the 
Butts County IDA, cer­
tainly did the heavy lift­
ing on securing this proj­
ect." 

Copeland said, "while 
the level of cooperation 
between the two county 
governments helped 
keep the project moving 
forward, the most excit­
ing aspect of the project 
will be the addition of 
some 500 new jobs to our 
community." 

The new JDA was 
formed to accommodate 

the project in order for 
the development authori­
ties of both counties to 
work together on this 
one project that sits on 
the border of both coun­
ties on Jackson Road. The 
JDA reqilired extraordi­
nary cooperation of both 
county commissions as 
well, with intergovermen· 
tal agreements signed to 
help facilitate the project 
and the creation of the 
JDA 

The JDA includes 
four members from each 
county, with Copeland, 
Luckie, Tom Gardner 
and David Parker from 
Griffin-Spalding Devel­
opment Authority, and 
Bush, Sistrunk, Bart 
White and Alicia Wash­
ington from Butts County 

Development Authority. 
The Deal of the Year 

Awards recognize out­
standing achievement in 
the location or expansion 
of new businesses in the 
state of Georgia that meet 
community economic 
development goals and 
involve significant com­
munity program support, 
such as financial or per­
mitting assistance, work­
force development, state 
financial support, etc., 
according to the Georgia 
Economic Developers 
Association. 

The Georgia Economic 
Developers Association 
is a nonprofit association 
of professionals, volun­
teers and supporters. The 
association provides net­
working and professional 
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development opportuni­
ties for its members, and 
supports public policies 
that promote quality job 
creation and sustainable 
economic development 
throughout the state. 

This is now the ninth 
year that GEDA has rec­
ognized the major proj­
ects from the previous 
year. In what has become 
a major portion of the 
A.'1l1ual Awards Ceremo­
ny, GEDA recognizes 
recipients in four catego­
ries: Small - a county 
with population 50,000 
and under; Mid-size - a 
county with population 
50,001 - 100,000; Large 
- a county with popula­
tion over 100,000; and 
Regional - any multi­
county effort. 




