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GRIFFIN — Attracting com-
mercial and industrial devel-
opment along the 10-stretch 
of State Highway 16 — known 
as Arthur K. Bolton Parkway 
(AKB) — between I-75 and the 
City of Griffin is critical if Spal-
ding County hopes to take the 
tax burden of f of residential 

property owners. Studies have 
shown that industrial develop-
ment along ABK could bring in 
more than $10 million in proper-
ty taxes.

A key component to attracting 
industry will be the development 
of sewer along ABK. The Spal-
ding County Water Authority 
(SCWA) started a sewage proj-
ect feasibility study in 2022, and 
brought the results of that study 

and their plans to the Spalding 
County Board of Commissioners 
at their March 3 work session.

SCWA General Manager 
Joseph Johnson told the BOC 
that in addition to completing 
the study, the Water Authority 
has been working on two strate-
gic projects that came out of the 
study.

BY GDN STAFF

On Tuesday, March 11, Step-
ping Stones held a special 
note-burning ceremony in mem-
ory of Saralyn Fountain, official-
ly marking the retirement of the 
school’s building mortgage.

Family, friends, and supporters 
gathered for an evening of memo-
ries and celebratory remarks, hon-

oring both Saralyn’s legacy and 
the school’s continued growth.

Stepping Stones was founded 
in 1990 by Fountain and Bonnie 
Brown with a mission to serve 
special needs preschool students 
and provide critical early interven-
tions essential for future success. 

BY LARRY STANFORD

NEWS REPORTER 
LSTANFORD@GRIFFINDAILYNEWS.COM

GRIFFIN — Residents and visitors to 
Griffin Tuesday afternoon were greeted 
by a pall of smoke hanging low over the 
city. Spalding County Fire Chief Mike 
Byrd said the Georgia Forestry Commis-
sion was doing a controlled burn on 1,400 
acres in the western part of the county, 
near the Shoal Creek Landfill.

The weather Tuesday helped keep the 
smoke near the ground, as dry and windy 
conditions have prevailed during the last 
few days following the severe weather 
that passed through the county over the 
weekend. In the last few weeks, several 
other counties around the state have expe-
rienced similar smoky days.

On Mar. 10, heavy smoke from con-
trolled burns concerned residents in 

Gilmer and Pickens counties in north 
Georgia. The smoke came from a 7,500-
acre controlled burn just across the state 
line in southeastern Tennessee.

On Feb. 26, Oconee and Greene coun-
ties in eastern Georgia were filled with 
smoke from a 5,100-acre controlled burn 
by the U.S. Forest Service in the Chatta-
hoochee-Oconee National Forest.

SUN CITY FIRE

Residents in Sun City Peachtree in 
northwest Spalding County had their own 
smoky conditions Tuesday afternoon, 
thanks to a fire along Del Webb Blvd.

According to Spalding County Fire 
Marshal Rocky White, the fire began in 
a grass and wooded area near 175 Del 
Webb Blvd. and Sweet Gum Drive, and 
spread quickly due to dry conditions.

E-911 received the first call about the 
fire at 1:12 p.m. Several engines and 
a rescue from Spalding County Fire 
responded, with the fire engine arriv-
ing on scene at 1:19 p.m.

BY LARRY STANFORD

NEWS REPORTER 
LSTANFORD@GRIFFINDAILYNEWS.COM

GRIFFIN — Grif fin res-
idents are used to seeing 
actors, cameras and lights, 
and having streets blocked 
for filming, but the latest film 
work is a little bit different — 
it is taking place inside Griffin 
City Hall.

Good Daughter Produc-
tions Inc. is in town this week 
to film “The Good Daughter,” 
a Peacock limited series.

The TV series is based on 
the 2017 book, The Good 
Daughter by Karin Slaughter. 

It stars Meghann Fahy and 
Rose Byrne as “sisters trying 
to piece together the lives 
that were fractured by a sin-

gle night of violence,” accord-
ing to imdb.com.

The production company 
began prepping on Tuesday. 

Filming will take place on Fri-
day, March 21, from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., and the set will 
be taken down on Saturday, 
March 22.

To accommodate the film-
ing, the City of Grif fin Cus-
tomer Ser vice Lobby and 
Municipal  Cour t  c losed 
Wednesday, March 19, at 
4 p.m. and will remain closed 
until Monday, March 24, at 
8 a.m.

The Customer Ser vice 
Drive Thru will be open from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 20. The Utility Pay-
ment Kiosk is open 24 hours, 

7 days a week, or customers 
can pay online at cityofgriffin.
com

If anyone needs to set up 
new service, they can do so 
on Thursday, March 20, by 
visiting the Planning and 
Development Conference 
Room on the third floor of 
One Griffin Center, 100 South 
Hill Street.

There will be a road closure 
on East Bank Street between 
South Hill Street and the 
Parking Garage Entrance, 
from March 18 to March 22.

New sewage plant, lines along 
Highway 16 could be in place by ’26

LARRY STANFORD

Industrial development along highway 16 (arthur K. 
Bolton Parkway) from I-75 to Griffin City Limits is key to 
taking the tax burden off of spalding County residents. 
The key to attracting industry is providing sewer along 
the corridor.SEE PLANT/PAGE A2

Controlled burn brought smoky 
conditions to Griffin on Tuesday

Sun City Peachtree 
residents dealt with their 
own smoke from a fire

DAVID BARD

smoke rises from a fire in a grass and wooded area along del Webb Blvd. in sun City 
Peachtree Tuesday afternoon.

SEE BURN/PAGE A2

The Good Daughter TV series being filmed inside Griffin City Hall this week

SEE SERIES/PAGE A2

Stepping Stones marks 
retirement of mortgage

Bonnie Brown and saralyn Fountain’s widow, Jimmy are shown.

SEE MORTGAGE/PAGE A5



Mary Elizabeth  
Beeton Watson

Mary Elizabeth 
Beeton Watson was 
born February 3, 
1943, and grew up in 
Manassas, Virginia.

Later she moved to 
Bristol, Virginia, and 
owned a Century 21 
franchise in Bristol, 
Tennessee. After 40 
years as a realtor and 
broker, she retired 
to a lake house near 
Clarksville, Virginia, 
and then relocated to 
Griffin, Georgia, in 
late 2022 to be closer 
to family. Mary passed 
away on March 5, 
2025.

Mary is survived 
by her two children, 
Dr. Kevin J. Watson 
and Angela Watson 
Gustason, and 
their spouses, Mrs. 
Jaime Watson and 
Mr. Eric Gustason. 
Mary also had 
five grandchildren 
that she dearly 
loved, Eli Watson, 
Owen Watson, 
Wade Watson, Ava 

Gustason, and Grant 
Gustason.

Conner-Westbury 
Funeral Home, 
1891 W. McIntosh 
Road, is in charge of 
arrangements.

Please join the 
family and friends 
in honoring the life 
of Mary Watson by 
visiting www.con-

ner-west-
buryfu-
neral-
home.
com and 
posting 

your tributes and 
memories.

Jerry Lee Dunson
Jerry Lee Dunson, 

78, of Griffin, 
Georgia, passed away 
Thursday, March 13, 
2025.

Jerry was born 
in Atlanta, Georgia, 
on April 12, 1946. 
He is preceded in 
death by his father, 
Clyde B Dunson Jr, 
and mother, Lilian 
Dunson; and brothers, 
Duane L. Dunson and 
Clyde (Bud) Dunson. 
He was a Vietnam 
veteran. Jerry was 
a senior partner 
at Brecken Ridge 
Capital, president of 
Concept Lettering, 
and worked at L.A. 
Calif Signs.

He is survived by 
his brother, Dan L. 
Dunson (Nancy); 
sisters-in-law, Susan 
S. Dunson and 
Leonila; nephews, 
Danny L. Dunson 
Jr. (Lisa), David M. 
Dunson (Molly); 
great-niece, 
McKinley Hatley; 
great-nephew, Evan 
M. Dunson; great-
great-niece and 
nephew, Dalton 
Hatley and Gunner 
and Oakley Clair; and 
first cousins Bob and 

Joe Lemons.
A visitation will 

be held from w p.m. 
until 3 p.m. Sunday, 
March 23, 2025, at 
Conner-Westbury 
Funeral Home. No 
formal service will be 
held.

Conner-Westbury 
Funeral Home, 1891 
W. McIntosh Road, 
Griffin, Georgia, 
is in charge of 
arrangements.

Please join the 
family and friends of 
Jerry Lee Dunson 
in honoring his life 
by visiting www.con-

ner-west-
buryfu-
neral-
home.
com and 

posting your tributes 
and memories.
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There will be a park-
ing lane closure on the 
east side of S. Hill Street, 
between East Solomon 
Street and East Bank 
Street, from 6 a.m. to 
7 p.m. on March 18-20, 
from 6 a.m. until 11:30 p.m. 
on March 21, and from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on March 
22. There will be a parking 
lane closure on the south 
side of East Solomon 
Street, between South Hill 
Street and South Sixth 

Street, from 6 a.m. to 
7 p.m. on March 18-22.

For Customer Service 
questions, call 770-229-
6403.

For Municipal Court 
questions, call 770-233-
4124 or pay by phone at 
678-359-2783.

With the fire stretch-
ing from the bottom of 
the hill to the top, one 
engine was sent up 
Sweet Gum Drive to 
work the fire from the 
top and protect the near-
by homes, while the sec-
ond engine fought the 
fire from below.

“Onlookers in the 
af fected area were 
immediately evacu-
ated until the fire was 
brought under control 
approximately 30 min-
utes later,” said White. 
“As a safety precaution, 
firefighters remained 
on-scene for an addition-
al 90 minutes to extin-
guish hot spots and 
assess the area for fur-
ther risks.”

T h e r e  w e r e  n o 
reports of injuries or 
damage to any struc-
tures as a result of the 

fire, and the cause is 
currently under investi-
gation.

SAFETY TIPS
According to White, 

there has been a notice-
able increase in grass 
and brush fire incidents 
over the past few weeks 
due to ongoing dry and 
windy conditions. 

Al l  residents  are 
urged to take extra pre-
cautions and review the 
following safety tips to 
help prevent additional 
fires:

• Dispose of ciga-
rettes properly

•Never discard lit cig-
arettes or matches on 
the ground, especially in 
dry areas.

• Clear dry vegeta-
tion

•Regularly remove 
dead grass, leaves, and 
debris—par ticularly 
near homes, fences, and 
wooded areas.

• Maintain outdoor 
equipment

•Inspect and main-
tain lawnmowers, chain-
saws, and outdoor tools 
to prevent sparks.

• Use fire pits respon-
sibly

• Only burn in desig-
nated areas and never 
leave outdoor fires unat-
tended.

• Avoid burning on 
windy days

•  A l w a y s  c h e c k 
weather conditions and 
follow local burn adviso-
ries before burning yard 
waste.

• Create a defensible 
space

• Keep 30 to 50 feet 
of cleared space around 
homes and structures to 
reduce fire risk.

• Store flammables 
safely

• Store gasoline, pro-
pane, and other flamma-
ble materials properly, 
away from heat sources.

For more information, 
contact Spalding Coun-
ty Fire Department at 
(770)228-2129

OBITUARIES

Randy Hobbs, 73, 
of Fayetteville, Geor-
gia, passed away at 
his home on Sunday 
March 16, 2025, after a 
long illness.

Randy is survived 
by Joan, his wife, of 
47 years; his mother, 
Joyce; brother, C. John-
ny Hobbs (Denise); and 

many aunts, uncles, 
in-laws, nieces and 
nephews.

The funeral service 
will be held on Satur-
day, March 22, 2025 
at Barwick Baptist 
Church in Barwick, 
Georgia. A celebration 
of life will be held later 
in Fayetteville, Georgia.

Randy Hobbs

“We’ve completed 
80% of the construction 
documents related to 
the sewer project along 
Arthur K. Bolton Park-
way (AKB), and we have 
submitted all state-re-
quired permits to get our 
EPD permits,” said John-
son.

“Fast forward the next 
18 months, assuming 
that the Water Authority 
board votes to proceed 
with Phase II, via the 
contract, we’re going to 
obtain all state-required 
permits, we will acquire 
all the required ease-
ments along the forced 
main route and the sewer 
routes, and we will install 
and commission a waste-
water plant and begin 
discharging wastewa-
ter,” continued Johnson. 
“Getting that all done is 
tentatively scheduled for 
August 2026.”

Johnson added that 
they are planning to 
make the project expand-
able in order to continue 
to provide sewage capaci-
ty for the county for years 
to come.

“We purchased the 
property just north of 
the Pine Ridge Landfill 
at the Wani Road/Bailey 
Jester intersection,” he 
said. “We tried to think 
through all the processes. 
This is a 26-acre property, 
so we have a lot of room 
for expansion. The topog-
raphy of the land works in 
our favor.

“There will be a Line 
A, a lift station, a forced 
main, and a sewage 
plant. Line A, from Wani 
Road to the Cabin Creek 
bridge on Highway 15 
will open up roughly 
5,000 acres of sewer 
along AKB. Gravity sewer 
likes to flow downhill, and 
we’re following the creek. 
We’re buying easements 
to run a trunk main along 
Cabin Creek because in 
order to get to our plant, 
you’re going to have to 
run the sewer along the 
creek.”

“What you’re look-
ing at is a 15-inch main 
that goes to a lift station, 
a forced main, and then 
a plant,” continued John-
son. “We’re talking a 
plant for 200,000 gallons 
a day (god), a lift station 
for 650,000 god, and the 
gravity main for a maxi-
mum of 2.4 million gpd. 
So this is going to outlive 

a lot of us in this room.”
Johnson noted that the 

SCWA is operating under 
the philosophy that once 
the sewage line and plant 
is built, developers will 
pay to tie into it.

“The property that we 
purchased, we can put 
up to 600,000 gpd on it,” 
he added. “The plant, as 
it sits right now, we can 
expand to 400,000 gpd 
relatively cheaply. We’re 
going to put in the infra-
structure to size for the 
200,000 gpd, the pads 
are going to be sized for 
the ultimate build-out of 
400,000 gpd, so to get the 
doubling in size will cost 
of us a fraction of what it 
would normally cost.”

PROJECT COSTS
Johnson noted the 

entire project could cost 
$21.2 million.

“We’ve spent roughly 
$3.6 million to date,” he 
said. “That includes the 
$2.9 million in ARPA 
funds that the county pro-
vided.

“But the total expendi-
tures remaining is rough-
ly $18.2 million. That is 
our best guess on prop-
erty acquisition services, 
appraisals, and buying 
property and easements.

“So the $21.2 total price 
tag is a fluid number. It 
is constantly moving. But 
we are trying to value-en-
gineer this project, to get 
the best project at the 
best cost for the longest 
duration.”

Johnson said without 
any customers already 
signed up, the SCWA 
can’t do any budget rev-
enue projections for the 
project.

“The Water Authority 
is going to be running at 
a significant loss for the 
foreseeable future,” he 
said. “We’re not foresee-
ing breaking even until 
we get about 100,000 gpd.

“This assumes that 
we take a 30-year note 
of some kind at 4.25%. 
So we’re talking about 
interest payment of $1.5 
million. We think that’s 
doable. The principal and 
interest will be 50% of our 
budget.”

SCWA Board Chair 
Wade Cannon told the 
BOC that the plant will 
need about 17,000 gpd of 
sewer when it starts.

“We don’t have that, 
and we’re going to be 
running it with chemi-
cals, which is expensive,” 
he said. “It is going to 
take a few years to get 
enough customers for 

it to be running like it 
should be. We’re starting 
from scratch.

“We have several devel-
opers we’ve talked to 
along the corridor, and 
they’re all waiting for the 
deadline on this plant,” 
added Cannon. “No one 
has asked for tax abate-
ment. Everybody is going 
to be paying some sort of 
capital cost recovery fee. 
But to get started, we’re 
going to need help.”

BOC Chair Clay Davis 
asked what the SCWA 
needs from the county.

Cannon replied that the 
number that has been dis-
cussed is $500,000 a year.

“The discussion on 
the duration has been 
anything from a year to 
perpetuity,” he said. “I, 
personally as chair, I am 
thinking three years at 
$500,000 a year, starting 
in June 2026.

“But once we kick this 
off and sign the contract, 
it is roughly 14 month to 
completion — realistical-
ly we won’t sign it until 
June, so we’re looking at 
August or September of 
2026 when it becomes 
operational and we get 
our final permit from the 
state.”

Davis noted that the 
important part is making 
sure the citizens under-
stand what they are 
talking about.

“This is an economic 
engine to be able to carry 
the tax base,” said Davis. 
“We’re talking about 
investing $500,000 a year 
for three years, and the 
return on investment is 
to the county, not to the 
water authority. The big 
tax dollars that are going 
to come in, are going to 
come in to our side of the 
house. This is a return on 
investment and industrial 
taxes that will follow.”

District 1 Commission-
er Gwen Flowers-Taylor 
agreed.

“This is not about the 
county giving away any-
thing,” she said. “This is 
actually us investing in 
our infrastructure for eco-
nomic development and 
industrial growth, and not 
having to really do the 
work.”

At the BOC meeting 
that followed the work 
session, the board voted 
4-0 to provide a letter of 
support to the SCWA, 
and county manager 
Steve Ledbetter was 
asked to see how the first 
$500,000 can be worked 
into the Fiscal Year 2026 
budget.
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