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Among the items they iden­
tified was district-directed 
professional development for 
teachers. 

"Our calendar for the 2016­
17 school year reflects our con­
cern for targeted professional 
development:' Mr. Smith add­
ed. "Five professional learning 
days are already established in 
that school calendar:' 

As for the new strategic 
plan, there will be some re­
direction of resources-per­
sonnel, financial and time- as 
GSCS leaders focus on better 
ways to prepare students. 

"As I recently read "if any­
thing is going to change, 
something must change:" said 
Mr. Smith. "I believe this:' 

The End-of-Course test 
scores for Griffin-Spalding 
County were also released by 
the Georgia Department of 
Education. 
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through the data to find excus­
es. We are looking through the 
data to find clues leading to a 
better correlation between in­
structional practices and the 
expectations being assessed:' 

School leadership teams 
have been combing through 
the data ~or the past several 
days looking for areas where 
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Among the items they iden­
tified was district-directed 
professional development for 
teachers. 

"Our calendar for the 2016­
17 school year reflects our con­
cern for targeted professional 
development:' Mr. Smith add­
ed. "Five professional learning 
days are already established in 
that school calendar:' 

As for the new strategic 
plan, there will be some re­
direction of resources-per­
sonnel, financial and time- as 
GSCS leaders focus on better 
ways to prepare students. 

"As I recently read "if any­
thing is going to change, 
something must change:" said 
Mr. Smith. "I believe this:' 
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~ Griffin-Spalding Development Authority 
: Director Chuck Copeland recognized as 
~ 2015 GEDA Volunteer of the Year 
: SUBMITTED ::: 

: Charles"Chuck"Copeland, 
• Chairman of the GriffinSpal­
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Under his leadership, the 
authority won GEDA's 2011 
Deal ofthe Year Award for an 
expansion of Caterpillar 

Copeland assisted on a 
joint project with the Uni­
versity of Georgia to create a 
Food Technology Center on 
the UGA Campus in Spald­
ing County 

He championed the 
passing of a 2008 SPLOST 
(special-purpose local-op­
tion sales tax) to create the 
Lakes at Green Valley, which 
has become the first mixed 
use "eco" mixed-use park in 
Georgia 

Under his leadership, the 
community had its first in­
tergovernmental retreat in­
cluding the city, county, de­
velopment authority, school 
system, and local colleges 

-more2 
IGEDA Recognizes Out­

standing Volunteer at 
Awards Ceremony 

Mr. Copeland was pres­
ent at GEDA's November 
luncheon in Atlanta to re­
ceive the Volunteer of the 
Year award. More than 250 
economic developers from 
around the state attended 
the luncheon to honor Mr. 
Copeland and others. 

The Georgia Economic 
Developers Association is 
a nonprofit association of 
professionals, volunteers 
and supporters. The associ­
ation provides networking 
and professional develop­
ment opportunities for its 
members, and supports 
public policies that promote 
quality job creation and sus­
tainable economic develop­
ment throughout the state. 
For more information, visit 
www.geda.org. 
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